
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON 

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping 
people know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as 

his disciples. 

4th Sunday in Lent 

March 14th, 2021          10:00 a.m. 

 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

DRESSING THE TABLE   Via Dolorosa 
           Rebekah Ratza 

WELCOME  

A MOMENT FOR HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP       

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 107 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble 
3 and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north 
and from the south. 
17 Some were sick through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities 
endured affliction; 
18 they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death. 
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from their 
distress; 
20 he sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from destruction. 
21 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to 
humankind. 
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,and tell of his deeds with songs of joy. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Lord, as we come from the routine of the week, give us sufficient grace to take off 
our masks and dare to be open and honest with you here and with each other, so that 
your grace may abound in our lives.  Amen. 

 

 



CALL TO CONFESSION:  

At the center of the law is God's love  -  what we might see as divine nonsense is 
shown in becoming human for our sake; what we see as weakness which defeats the 
strongest powers.  This love, this grace is of more value to us than all the stocks in 
our pension funds.  Let us open ourselves to such love as we open our hearts to 
confess our sins to God. 

 ENCOUNTER   (A time for silent and personal prayer…) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     (In Unison) 

God of holy majesty, we lift our hearts and eyes to you, acknowledging that we 
have disobeyed your holy law; we have been sorely wounded by our sin, and 
call upon you to bind us up.  

Have mercy upon us in our distress; heal us, restore us, shine your light into 
our darkness.  Be glorified in us and through us; that with gladness of heart we 
may testify of your merciful kindness and steadfast love to us.  Help us by your 
Spirit to bear witness to your healing grace and restoring mercy, wherever we 
find brokenness and ruin; through Jesus Christ, our saving Lord.  

DECLARATION OF PARDON: 

Wholeness comes through God’s amazing Love for us and the world.  We are 
healed in order to bring healing to our world.  We are strengthened in faith so that 
we might become spent for others.  We are set free from the bondage to sin to 
become servants of Christ.  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Dear God, All that we have learned and think we know has not brought meaning to 
our lives; our broken world needs your peace; our pain-shattered hearts need your 
healing: so speak to us through Your Word and may our ears be open. Amen. 

 

 

 



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Psalm 103:8-10; Micah 7:18-19  

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. 
____ 

18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of 
the remnant of your possession? He does not retain his anger forever, because he 
delights in showing clemency. 
19 He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. 
You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. 

SPECIAL MUSIC A Little Less Like Me 
Cindy Crawford and Robbie Carnes 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Matthew 23:37; Ephesians 4:1-2 

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 
_______ 

1 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 

SERMON   Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit:Patience and Gentleness  

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 

1. In what ways has God been patient with you? 
2. What are the reasons why people are so often not gentle toward others?  When do 
you personally find it most difficult to be gentle to others, and why? 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone”   
                                                           Gretchen Coles 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Study Catechism of PCUSA 

Question 27. Does your confession of God as Creator contradict the findings of             
modern science? 

No. My confession of God as Creator answers three questions: Who?, How?            
and Why? It affirms that (a) the triune God, who is self-sufficient, (b) called the               
world into being out of nothing by the creative power of God's Word (c) for the                
sake of sharing love and freedom. Natural science has much to teach us about              
the particular mechanisms and processes of nature, but it is not in a position to               
answer these questions about ultimate reality, which point to mysteries that           
science as such is not equipped to explore. Nothing basic to the Christian faith              
contradicts the findings of modern science, nor does anything essential to           
modern science contradict the Christian faith. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
God in Heaven, we pray to you as an ‘and yet’ people. The world goes not                
well ‘and yet’ we lift our prayers to you in faith. Violence and turmoil are               
rampant, ‘and yet’ we pray for your peace and pledge to uphold justice in our               
lives and society. There are people who are made in your image who suffer              
from the lack of food and shelter, ‘and yet’ we trust in your provision and care.                
We do this because we have all heard of your love for us and the world. We                 
have all witnessed your goodness in our lives and our community. We have all              
felt your kind touch as you pierce our darkness with your care. Will you reveal               
your love for us and our world today? 
 
We lift up to you our prayers.  
We pray, especially, this day for those among us in need of hope. 
We pray for those who have recently lost a job or are unable to find another. 
We pray for those who struggle with depression. 
We pray for those who have had suicidal thoughts and pray that they might be               
reminded how precious they are to you and to us. 
We pray for those who wrestle with addiction's fierce grip. 
We pray for those who have been hurt by the church. 
We pray for those within the Church who seek to welcome others. 
We pray for the members of this congregation who are healing from surgery. 
 
We lift all these things up to you, because you hear our voices. And so we                
pray as your son taught us to pray: 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

  
OFFERING 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

Let us return a portion of what the God of Heaven and Earth has given to us as 
an act of worship. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

May these gifts represent our willingness to deny ourselves, so others might be 
blessed by your grace, your peace, as well as your hope, in every moment of their 
lives.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 

HYMN #1 “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty” 

 CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

Do not forget you are a part of God’s Covenantal community. 
Therefore bravely share God's enduring love this week! 
Know always that Christ is alive in you. 
So share Christ’s enduring light into the shadows of uncertainty this week! 
Now in this moment, and in every moment to come, 
Remember, as a child of God, you are gifted by the Spirit. 
Share those gifts of grace, of hope, of justice, of peace with everyone you meet 
this week! 


