
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON 

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping 
people know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as 

his disciples. 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23rd, 2020          10:00 a.m. 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
DRESSING THE TABLE 

 WELCOME  

Announcement about Laments and Prayer Requests 
Request to contribute to online services through video 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS        Jesus Saves Jesus Saves  

CALL TO WORSHIP   Psalm 124 

1 If it had not been the Lord who was on our side - let Israel now say- 
2 if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us, 
3 then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against  
   us; 
4 then the flood would have swept us away,  the torrent would have gone over us; 
5 then over us would have gone the raging waters. 
6 Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and  
   we have escaped. 
8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Our help is indeed in your name, O Lord.  There is no one else to whom we 
can turn to.  Sooth our anxiety.  Calm our fears.  Like the Sea of Galilee, 
command us to be still in this moment so we might know your power and be 
transformed by your love.  Amen. 

HYMN #100 “My Soul Cries out with a Joyful Shout” 

 



 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 

We come back home from distant lands to rejoin your household Lord. We know              
we don’t deserve the sandals of freedom that you offer us, the new robe of               
dignanty that you clothe us in or the heir’s ring that you put on our finger. In                 
humility we pray together... 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     (In Unison) 

Merciful God, to whom all worship rightfully belongs: as his disciples have 
done since the beginning of Christian witness, we have acknowledged Jesus as 
Lord.  We confess that he is the only way to you, yet we have tried to make 
our own way rather than trusting his way. 

Forgive our failures to follow him faithfully; incline our hearts to please him, 
and empower us by your Spirit to walk with him as true disciples, both in 
word and in deed, to your eternal glory and praise. 

(A time for silent and personal prayer…) 

DECLARATION OF PARDON: 

It is from a long way off that you see us turning back to you.  It is before the 
words are even out of our mouths you welcome us.  Before we have washed 
ourselves you embrace us.  Let us rejoice in the goodness of God! 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Open our ears that we might hear, voices of truth that you, Holy Spirit, send so 
clear.  As we prayerfully receive your word, may everything false dissipate into the 
goodness of your truth.  Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Jeremiah 31:31-40 

 

 



 

A New Covenant 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the                  
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made                   
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of                  
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But               
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the                  
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their                     
God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to                  
each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the                  
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

35  

Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon 
and the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the Lord of 
hosts is his name: 

36  

If this fixed order were ever to cease from my presence, says the Lord, then also the 
offspring of Israel would cease to be a nation before me forever. 

37  

Thus says the Lord: If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the 
earth below can be explored, then I will reject all the offspring of Israel    because of all 
they have done, says the Lord. 

Jerusalem to Be Enlarged 

38 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when the city shall be rebuilt for the Lord                  
from the tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39 And the measuring line shall go out                 
farther, straight to the hill Gareb, and shall then turn to Goah. 40 The whole valley of the                  
dead bodies and the ashes, and all the fields as far as the Wadi Kidron, to the corner of                   
the Horse Gate toward the east, shall be sacred to the Lord. It shall never again be                 
uprooted or overthrown. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT AND MUSIC 

 

 



 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON   Matthew 25:31-46 

The Judgment of the Nations 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will                   
sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will                   
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33               
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king                    
will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the                  
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and                
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger                  
and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you                  
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer                  
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave                  
you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed                 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in                   
prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you                  
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41                     
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into                  
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave                  
me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you                    
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and                 
you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw                  
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of                    
you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of                     
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal                   
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

SERMON                  “New Covenant”   Pastor Lindsey Carnes   

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       from the Heidelberg Catechism 

Q 104. What is God’s will for you in the fifth commandment? 

A. That I honor, love, and be loyal to my father and mother and all those in authority over 
me; that I submit myself with proper obedience to all their good teaching and discipline; 
and also that I be patient with their failings—for through them God chooses to rule us. 
 
 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

O God, Our Mighty Rock, we, your church, are adrift in the tumult of disease, rumors                
and political slander, environmental stress and drastic isolation. Our fear of the            
COVID virus has highlighted our deeper fears of others who are of different races,              
nationalities and opinions. Our fears have metastasized as we try to predict what the              
future might hold, when the economy might rebound or when a vaccine might be              
developed. These days Lord, we might find ourselves ducking below the gunwales            
crying out, “Jesus, don’t you care that we are perishing?” 

Speak Peace to our hearts, Master of the Storm. Command us to be still. Cause our                
winds to cease and grant us faith in you in the calm. Teach who you are, Jesus, so                  
that we might cling to our faith and to the work of the Gospel unafraid.  

We pray that our world would be a place of racial equality, that all might feel safe,                 
have good opportunities and know that they belong. 

We pray for our world, especially Lebanon who experienced a massive explosion this             
past week. Grant your peace and comfort to those devastated by violence, oppression             
and natural disaster. 

We pray for those who are struggling with their health.  For those preparing for 
procedures and those recovering from surgery we pray that you would walk with 
them.  For those burdened by disappointing diagnosi we ask for your comfort and 
grace. 

 
 
We lift up those struggling with grief.  For those who have lost loved ones, we pray 
that your loving presence would be near.  For those who are of troubled mind, we 
pray that your peace would reign.  For those who are suffering from oppressive 
emotion, we ask for your calm. 

 
 
 
We do not forget your grace that is more solid and real than anything we could 
imagine.  We do not forsake your love that is the foundation of our lives.  We look for 
joy in your world that is broken, but that you are redeeming, and we rejoice with those 
who are rejoicing. 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

  
HYMN #716    “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

OFFERING 

Just like the Disciples when Jesus asked them to feed the 5000 people on the 
lakeshore, we can sometimes feel inadequate to the task.  Yet, when we give our 
gifts, no matter how large or small, it is Jesus who multiplies our gifts. 

Here are a few Mission facts from these past few months. 

1. In the last 2 months we have donated $910; and that doesn’t even include the 
$100’s that individuals have given. 

2. There are 17 people from 1st Pres that have donated over 125 volunteer hours. 
3. FFPC has been storing and retrieving food and unloading trucks twice a week 

since May 9th. That’s more than 25 times at a minimum of at least an hour each 
time. 

4. Our refrigerators and freezers have been storing food for distribution since 
mid-May (including all of the electricity they burn up). 

5. David Eshleman and his team have spun-off an whole new ministry that many 
families have already taken advantage of (again with another group of volunteers). 

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give to your church, dear God, because you multiple our gifts in such a 
way that your goodness and grace abounds.  Use our gifts to do your will and 
transform our hearts so that we might reflect your love.  Amen. 

 

 



 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION —based on Philippians 4:7 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, remain with you always.  

May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

 

Flowers on the Communion Table In fond memory of Robert Nelson given by 
Patricia Nelson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


