
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON 

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping people 
know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as his disciples. 

8th Sunday after Pentecost​
July 19th, 2026          10:00 a.m.​
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         GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE​  

WELCOME            ​  

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 86:11-17​
11 Teach me your way, O Lord,​
    that I may walk in your truth;​
    give me an undivided heart to revere your name.​
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,​
    and I will glorify your name forever.​
13 For great is your steadfast love toward me;​
    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.​
14 O God, the insolent rise up against me;​
    a band of ruffians seeks my life,​
    and they do not set you before them.​
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,​
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.​
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me;​
    give your strength to your servant;​
    save the child of your maidservant.​
17 Show me a sign of your favor,​
    so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame,​
    because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 

OPENING PRAYER 

You, O God, are mighty forever. 

You cause the wind to blow and the rain to fall. You sustain the living, give life to the 
dead, support the falling, loose those who are bound, and keep your faith with those who 
sleep in the dust. 
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Who is like you, O God of mighty acts? Praise be to you forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN PH #353​ ​ “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  —from Psalm 32:1-6, NRSV​
The psalmist testifies: 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those 
to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. While I 
kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Then 
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore let all who 
are faithful offer prayer to you. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     (In Unison)—Psalm 25:6-8, 11, 16-18, NRSV​
Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been 
from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according 
to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD! ​
​
Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. For your 
name’s sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great.  Turn to me and be gracious 
to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me 
out of my distress. Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins. 

DECLARATION OF PARDON—based on Romans 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:17​
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for 
us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in 
Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that you are 
forgiven, and be at peace. Thanks be to God. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION​
Blessed you are, Lord, great God, for the testimonies of the prophets we bless you. For the 
statutes of the law we bless you. For the gospel of Christ and the witness of the apostles we 
bless you, O glorious God. Grant to us the Spirit of your glory and the brightness of your 
presence that we might read your Word and understand. Through Jesus Christ, our gracious 
Lord. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 44:6-8 
6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,​
    and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:​
I am the first, and I am the last;​
    besides me there is no god.​
7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;​
    let them declare and set it forth before me.​
Who has announced from of old the things to come?​

    Let them tell us what is yet to be.​
8 Do not fear or be afraid;​
    have I not told you from of old and declared it?​
    You are my witnesses!​
Is there any god besides me?​
    There is no other rock; I know not one. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                   Harp and Spoken Word                           Julie Hussar   

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 6:1-21 ​
6 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him because they saw the signs that he was 
doing for the sick. 3 Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 

Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When he looked up and saw a large 
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7 

Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them 
to get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There 
is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many 
people?” 10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in 
the place, so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, and 
when he had given thanks he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, 
as much as they wanted. 12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up, and from 
the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 
baskets. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 
15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The 
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sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When they had rowed about 
three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they 
were terrified. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21 Then they wanted to 
take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they 
were going. 

TABLETALK WITH GOD’S CHILDREN  

SERMON  ​ The Messiah: Mightier than Moses  ​ ​ ​ Pastor Lindsey Carnes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION​
If Jesus said to you, right now, “It is I; do not be afraid.”  What burden would lift for you?                  

HYMN PH #803 ​ “My Shepherd will Supply My Needs”  

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

OFFERING     

With thankfulness we give in gratitude and joy. With prayerfulness we give in sacrifice 
and love. With hopefulness we give in commitment to God. 

(If you would like a written prayer request included in our prayers today, please indicate 
that and an usher will collect them) 

God of all creation, 

all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the 
earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world 
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Will the Ushers Please come forward. 

OFFERTORY           My Shepherd Will Supply          Julie Hussar, Harp 

DOXOLOGY​
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;​
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER       ​
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

HYMN PH #543  God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 

CHARGE​
The grace of Christ attend you, ​
the love of God surround you, ​
the Holy Spirit keep you now and forevermore. 

POSTLUDE   ​  ​
​
Peace be with you!...and also with you! 

Flowers in the Communion Table In loving memory of my mother, Margaret 
Allen’s birthday, given by Peggy Fowler.  
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Announcements​
Be sure to visit the sign-up table before you leave on Sunday mornings! There are many 
opportunities to volunteer and serve.​
​
Summer Group Study -  Tuesdays, 11:00am Through July 28, 2026​
Looking for a meaningful way to connect with others, grow in your faith, and deepen your 
relationship with God this summer? Join us for a 5-week study of The Expectation Gap by Steve 
Cuss. Together we'll explore the expectations we place on ourselves, others, and even God—and 
discover how God's grace meets us in the midst of disappointment, anxiety, and the pressures of 
everyday life. 

Whether you're a longtime member of Fenton First Presbyterian Church, new to our congregation, or 
simply looking for a place to grow, you are welcome. Bring a friend, neighbor, coworker, or family 
member and join us for thoughtful conversation, encouragement, laughter, and spiritual growth as we 
journey through this timely and practical study together. We hope you'll make this summer study part of 
your week!​
______________________________________________________________________________​
​
WE NEED YOUR HELP!​
We are looking for people willing to help run the technology parts of our weekly worship service.  We 
need people to run the slides, operate the audio system, and help with the online streaming.  Training is 
available, all that is required is a willingness to serve.  Please contact Kelly Sunman-Davis or Pastor 
Robbie and we will schedule training.​
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday Knitting Group​
Weekly at 1pm in the church library. Come join us for a cozy and creative time at our Tuesday Knitting 
Group! Whether you’re an experienced knitter or just getting started, all are welcome. Bring your 
current project—or simply come to learn, share ideas, and enjoy friendly conversation together. It’s a 
wonderful way to relax, connect, and create something meaningful. We’d love to have you join us!​
________________________________________________________________________________ 

First Presbyterian Saturday Grounds Beautifying Work Group​
Volunteers are needed to help keep our flower gardens clean, attractive, and weed-free.​
When: 3rd Saturday of each month, May–September Time: 9:00 AM​
If you are interested in participating, please contact the church office at 810-629-7801, ​
or see Deb Bard or Mary Zimbler for more information. ​
________________________________________________________________________________​
​
Flowers for Worship​
We have recently learned that we can no longer order flower bouquets from Gerych’s, as they have 
discontinued that service. We greatly value having fresh flowers on the communion table each Sunday 
and would like to continue this meaningful tradition. If you would like to provide flowers for worship, 
we invite you to bring flowers from your garden or purchase a bouquet from a grocery store or florist of 
your choice. If you plan to provide flowers, please contact Heidi Roberts in advance. This helps us: 
Acknowledge your contribution in the bulletin and Coordinate flower donations so that multiple 
arrangements are not scheduled for the same Sunday. ​
__________________________________________________________________________________​
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Help Us Tell Our Story!​
Do you have photos from worship, fellowship events, mission projects, youth activities, picnics, or other 
church gatherings? We're collecting photos that capture the life and ministry of Fenton First Presbyterian 
Church. Your photos may be featured on our website, social media, newsletters, and other church 
publications. Email them to office@ffpc.org​
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

FFPC Book Binders Book Group ​
“Get lost in a good book…and find great friends along the way!”​
Join us on the second Tuesday of each month at 2:00 PM as we gather to discuss a new book and 
enjoy great conversation with fellow book lovers! Expect thoughtful discussion, a few laughs, and 
plenty of book-loving fun. Contact Mary Zimbler for more information. Happy Reading!📚​
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Duffle Bags for Foster Children​
Join us during Coffee Hour on Sunday, July 26 as we decorate and assemble duffle bags for children 
entering foster care throughout Michigan.  

Art supplies, stencils, and decorating materials will be provided—just bring your creativity and a willing 
heart! This is a meaningful and enjoyable opportunity to create something special for children facing 
difficult transitions, helping them know they are seen, valued, and cared for. Whether you're artistic or 
simply want to lend a hand, everyone is welcome. We hope you'll join us as we make a difference, one 
duffle bag at a time.​
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Women's Lunch Gathering​
All women are invited! Join the women of Fenton First Presbyterian Church for an afternoon of food, 
fellowship, and friendship on Thursday, July 23, at 1:00 PM at Cancun Mexican Restaurant & 
Cantina in Linden.  Whether you're a longtime member, new to FFPC, or simply looking to enjoy good 
conversation over a great meal, we'd love to have you with us. Feel free to invite a friend, neighbor, 
coworker, or family member—the more, the merrier! Sign-up in Fellowship Hall. 

Date: Thursday, July 23​
Time: 1:00 PM​
Location: Cancun Mexican Restaurant & Cantina, Linden, MI​
​
Men's Lunch Gathering​
All men are invited! Join the men of Fenton First Presbyterian Church for lunch, fellowship, and great 
conversation on Friday, July 31, at 12:30 PM at The Linden Brewing Company in Linden. 

Whether you're a longtime member, new to FFPC, or simply looking to enjoy a good meal and connect 
with others, we'd love to have you join us. Feel free to invite a friend, neighbor, coworker, son, 
father, or family member—everyone is welcome!  Sign-up in Fellowship Hall 

Date: Friday, July 31​
Time: 12:30 PM​
Location: The Linden Brewing Company, Linden, MI 

mailto:office@ffpc.org
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________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deacons' Back-to-School Project -  Help us equip local refugee students for a successful school 
year! 

This year, the Deacons of Fenton First Presbyterian Church are collecting school supplies for the refugee 
families our church has been supporting. We are serving 11 families, including 6 elementary students, 10 
middle school students, and 7 high school students. Your generosity will help these students begin the 
school year with the tools they need to learn and thrive. 

Requested School Supplies 

Folders                     Pocket Folders          Notebooks          Binders                      Dividers                      
Loose-Leaf Paper     Index Cards              Sticky Notes       Pencil Boxes             Water Bottles            
Crayons                    Colored Pencils        Markers              Dry-Erase Markers    Pens​
Highlighters              Scissors                    Glue Sticks        Rulers                         Erasers 

Monetary donations are also welcome. Please make checks payable to Fenton First Presbyterian Church 
and note "Back-to-School Project" in the memo line. 

School supply collection boxes are located: 

●​ At the New Entry 
●​ In the Church Office 
●​ Or donations may be given directly to one of the Deacons. 

Please bring your school supplies or financial gift no later than Sunday, August 16.​
Thank you for helping students begin the school year with confidence and encouragement. Your 
generosity is a meaningful way to share Christ's love with our neighbors. For questions, please contact 
Gerri Danules, Ellen Horton, or PJ Collier.  

Dear Church Family,​
I want to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who has stepped in to help care for our church and 
help in the office while I recover from my injury and surgery. Thank you to everyone who has 
volunteered to help with cleaning and other tasks around the church. Your willingness to lend a hand has 
been such a blessing, and I truly appreciate the time and care you've given. Your kindness, prayers, and 
encouragement have meant so much to me during this time. I am grateful to be part of such a caring 
church family and look forward to being back with you as soon as I'm able. 

With heartfelt appreciation,​
Kelly Sunman-Davis 

Financials as of 7/15/26​
Offerings   $2,555.00    Fiscal  $188,276.25​
Expenses   $5,881.43   Fiscal  $150,351.11 


