FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping
people know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as
his disciples.

4th Sunday after Epiphany, Communion
February 1st, 2026 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 15
1 O Lorp, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
2 Those who walk blamelessly and do what is right
and speak the truth from their heart;
3 who do not slander with their tongue
and do no evil to their friends
nor heap shame upon their neighbors;
4 in whose eyes the wicked are despised
but who honor those who fear the Lorbp;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5 who do not lend money at interest
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

OPENING PRAYER

Holy God, bless each of us today. Bless the communion meal we will share
together so that we may be opened to your abiding presence; nourished by your
gracious love; and strengthened by your resurrection power. Amen.

HYMN PH #306 BH #438 “Blest Be the Tie that Binds™



PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in
your truth find wisdom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Samuel 8:4-9; 19-22

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and
said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us,
then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel
when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lorp, 7 and the
Lorp said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for
they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8
Just as they have done to me from the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this
day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9 Now then,
listen to their voice; only, you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of
the king who shall reign over them.”

19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! We are
determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other nations and
that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 When
Samuel heard all the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lorp.
22 The Lorp said to Samuel, “Listen to their voice and set a king over them.”
Samuel then said to the Israelites, “Each of you return home.”

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 John 3:11-18; Matt 5:38-48

Love One Another

11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love
one another. 12 We must not be like Cain, who was from the evil one and murdered
his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his
brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world
hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life because we love the
brothers and sisters. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 All who hate a
brother or sister are murderers, and you know that murderers do not have eternal
life abiding in them. 16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for



us—and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters. 17 How does
God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister
in need and yet refuses help?

18 Little children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.

Concerning Retaliation

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 39
But I say to you: Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn the other also, 40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt,
give your coat as well, 41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the
second mile. 42 Give to the one who asks of you, and do not refuse anyone who
wants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ 44 But [ say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven, for he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and
sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the gentiles do the
same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

TABLETALK WITH GOD’S CHILDREN Be at Peace with Everyone

SERMON Anti-Greed Gospel: Love or Violence Pastor Lindsey Carnes
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION

What does it cost to love my enemy? What do I gain by following Jesus’ example?

OFFERING
Let us be faithful stewards of our time, our talents, and our money. so that our
treasure is in heaven and our giving pleases God.



(If you would like a written prayer request included in our prayers today, please
indicate that and an usher will collect them)

Dear God, receive our offering. Guide those who use it, that it may help to bring
fullness of life to those who live in need and long for our care. Amen.

Will the Ushers please come forward.

OFFERTORY Time and Talent Fair

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

When Jesus sat at tables and broke bread with tax collectors, lawyers, rich elites,
and poor peasants, he proclaimed that God’s gracious love and abiding presence
knew no bounds. Through these occasions of sharing food, women and men
experienced God, and shared in God’s Kingdom. A Kingdom, where: all are
welcome, worthy, and invited; lives are transformed and empowered; and the fruits
of God’s gentle justice bloom throughout all Creation.

All people, including each of us, are invited to share in this sacred meal of
celebration, and be strengthened by the presence of God in this place.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION

There is nothing, nothing, which can divide us—

in life and death—from God.

So let us confess our worst faults and eager failings,
so we may be touched

by the healing power of God.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)
We want to touch the hem of your garment, O God. Forgive us for being
afraid to touch those who come to us for hope; we want to love the whole
world: forgive us for ignoring our neighbor; we long for peace: forgive us for
the pain we inflict on our families and friends; we want to share with those we
love and like: forgive us for walking past those who need you most. Forgive us,
Loving God, that we do not excel in everything you call us to do. Give us
grace: to touch those who frighten us; to carry the Bread of Life to the
hungry; to offer the blessings of the kingdom to everyone we meet, even as you
have graced us in Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

DECLARATION OF PARDON:

Listen to the Good News! Hope in God, for God's love has no ending; God fills us
with grace and hope, this day, and forever.

God hears our voice, and listens to our prayers, redeeming us from all our
sins. Thanks be to God. Amen.

COMMUNION

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
We remember that Jesus fed 5,000 hungry people with five loaves of bread and two
fish. At this miraculous meal, there was such an abundance of food that everyone
ate until they were full — and there were even twelve baskets of food left over.
Holy God, we celebrate Your abundant care and solidarity, revealed in this
meal.

We remember that Jesus joined a great banquet with Levi, the despised tax
collector. And despite the complaints of some, Jesus welcomed Levi, and invited
him to repent and enjoy a fresh beginning at life.

Holy God, we celebrate Your transforming presence, revealed in this meal.
We remember that while sharing a meal with Pharisees, Jesus welcomed a woman
viewed as an outsider. As the woman anointed his feet with oil, Jesus declared her
dignity before everyone at the meal.

Holy God, we celebrate Your gracious inclusiveness, revealed in this meal.

At these meals, Jesus, and the women and men disciples resisted the divisions,
injustice, and violence of society. They lived out an alternative reality — the
Kingdom of God — a place of love, justice, and mutuality. Today we celebrate these
meals and ministries.



But we also recognize that not all people liked Jesus’ ministry. In fact, for some
people, it was scandalous. They said, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and sinners!” As we know, Jesus’ life became endangered.

When his arrest seemed near, Jesus ate a meal in an upper room with the disciples.
As he had done so many times before, he took bread and after having given thanks
to You, Holy God, he broke it and gave it to the disciples, this time saying, “Do
this to remember me.” After the meal he shared wine, gave thanks, and said, “I will
not drink from this cup again until I drink it with you in the Kingdom of God.”
Jesus was then unjustly killed by the systems of domination of his day.

To some of his frightened disciples it seemed that the bread symbolized his broken
body, and the wine his blood. It also seemed like injustice and violence killed Jesus
and his ministry. But the resurrection provided a new hope. There were more meals
— and more ministries! We thank you, Holy God, that the last supper wasn’t the last
meal — or the last word!

At an evening meal in Emmaus, Jesus once again ate with the disciples. His
execution wasn’t the end. His presence and ministry continued in a new way. Jesus
once more took bread, and having given thanks to You, Holy God, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples, revealing that Your steadfast love is stronger than death —
and your ministry, with us, for the sake of your Kingdom, continues.

The Kingdom persisted — and persists today — through the many women and men
who seek to be your resurrection community. Despite the divisions, violence, and
injustice in the world, God continually brings forth renewed hope for love, justice,
and mutuality to and through each of us.

Therefore, Holy God, in the sharing of this bread and wine, we joyfully celebrate
the hope-inspiring ministry and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING THE FEAST

COMMUNION PRAYER:

Amazing God, thank you for your presence in this place. We also thank you
for giving us a taste of your Kingdom in this meal. Please use this food to
strengthen us to be your joyful and hopeful Resurrection Community, sharing
and experiencing your Kingdom of love, justice, and mutuality. Flow through
us, healing God. Amen!



BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD
HYMN PH #753 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”

CHARGE

Go forth now as people of peace. May the love of God, the gentle wisdom of
Jesus, and the comforting presence of the Holy Spirit strengthen you to love your
enemies, welcome the stranger, and sow peace in every place of conflict. Amen.

POSTLUDE

May the Peace of Christ be with you...
...And also with you!

Announcements

Be sure to visit the sign-up table before you leave on Sunday mornings! There are
many opportunities to volunteer and serve.

Closed Captions during worship are available on the TV located in the Sanctuary
Annex. Please see Mike Cupp, Jason Allen or Kelly Sunman-Davis with questions.

Do you use the T Coil hearing loop? If you are having trouble with the system,
please info Mike Cupp.

Keep an eye out for your next “Invite a Presbyterian” opportunity! In a season
when resources feel stretched, community becomes even more precious. Consider
extending a friendly invitation to someone new or someone different—whether it’s
lunch with friends, a movie, a museum visit, or a concert outing. When one of us
shows up, it may be the gentle nudge someone else needs to feel included and
encouraged. Small invitations can build strong fellowship.

Tuesday Adult Bible Study - Join us on Tuesday Mornings at 11am, we will be
watching and discussing season 5 of The Chosen



Sunday Evening Study - 5SPM — 6:15PM in the Conference room of 4square Tax,
205 Lincoln St, Fenton. Led by Larry Zimbler, this group will study the book
“Desire of the Everlasting Hills” by Thomas Cahill.

Winter Women’s Bible Study

Abide, a study of 1, 2, & 3 John by Jen Wilkin

Wednesdays, through March 11 from 10am — noon in person OR
Thursdays, through March 12 from 6:30 — 8pm via zoom only

You’re invited to Church Game Night on Friday, February 6th at 7:00 PM!
Bring your favorite games, along with snacks and beverages to share, and enjoy an
evening of fun, fellowship, and laughter together. All ages are welcome, so invite
friends and family and come ready for a great time. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Annual Scout Pancake Breakfast Sunday, February 15th, 8:30am-9:30am &
11:00am-12:00pm. Come for the pancakes and stay for worship or come for

worship and stay for the pancakes. Either way, you don’t want to miss the Scouts
Annual Thank You FFPC Pancake Breakfast

Annual Chili Cook-Off Sunday February 22nd after worship- Bring your favorite
Chili & condiments to share. Sign-up in Fellowship Hall.

Growing Personally & Spiritually - A faith-based journey toward peace, balance,
& joy

Are your relationships—personal or spiritual—feeling a little off course? Do you
long for more joy, clarity, or calm in your daily life? Are you wondering where
your path is leading?

If your heart is asking these questions, you’re not alone—and this group is for you.

GPS offers a compassionate, faith-centered space to pause, reflect, and reconnect
with what truly matters. Together, we’ll explore life’s challenges, celebrate its
blessings, and support one another as we grow in confidence, grace, and peace.

Where: Fenton First Presbyterian Church — Youth Room

When: Mondays, ongoing from 5:30—6:30 p.m., beginning January 5, 2026
Why: To nurture our spiritual and personal growth, learning to navigate life with
steadiness and joy.



How: By reading thoughtful texts, sharing personal experiences, and walking
alongside one another in faith and friendship. Come as you are! Bring your
questions, your hopes, and your heart!

Ash Wednesday Service - February 18th, 7-9pm, Prayer Stations & Reflection

Lenten Simple Meals at St. Jude’s Episcopal Church- Join us Thursdays through
Lent at 5:30 PM, beginning February 26th, for a simple meal of soup, salad, and
bread, followed by thought-provoking study and discussion.This Lent, we will be
watching and reflecting on Season 5 of The Chosen. All are welcome!

Men’s Lunch - Fenton Winery, Friday, March 6, time TBD
Pi Day and Potato Bake - Sunday, March 15 after Worship

The FFPC Session invites the congregation to join them in pray about the
following: Peace and Unity for our country. Wisdom and Understanding for our
leadership. The many life transitions that our church and our members are
experiencing. Come, Lord Jesus, Come.
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