
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON 

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping people 
know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as his disciples. 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost​
January 25th, 2026          10:00 a.m.​
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         GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE​  

WELCOME            ​  

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 27​
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation;​
    whom shall I fear?​
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;​
    of whom shall I be afraid?​
4 One thing I asked of the LORD; this I seek:​
to live in the house of the LORD​
    all the days of my life,​
to behold the beauty of the LORD,​
    and to inquire in his temple.​
5 For he will hide me in his shelter​
    in the day of trouble;​
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;​
    he will set me high on a rock.​
6 Now my head is lifted up​
    above my enemies all around me,​
and I will offer in his tent​
    sacrifices with shouts of joy;​
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.​
7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;​
    be gracious to me and answer me!​
8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”​
    Your face, LORD, do I seek.​
9     Do not hide your face from me.​
Do not turn your servant away in anger,​
    you who have been my help.​
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Do not cast me off; do not forsake me,​
    O God of my salvation! 

OPENING PRAYER ~ written by Rev. Eliza Buchakjian-Tweedy, adapted from “Our 
God is Marching On!” (speech delivered at the Alabama State House by Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, March 25, 1965) 

God of Righteousness, grant us your life-giving presence. Guide us in our time of 
worship, and remain with us as we step out into the world, that we may face injustice 
with courage and love. May we come to see that the end we seek is a society at peace 
with itself, a society that can live with its conscience. The timing may feel off; the end of 
the road might be out of sight, yet we trust in your holy presence. How long? Not long, 
because no lie can live forever. How long? Not long, because you still reap what you sow. 
How long? Not long.  Because the arm of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice.  How long? Not long, because you are our God, and all may take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings.  Amen. 

HYMN PH #307 BH #420​  “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

CALL TO CONFESSION  ​
We all have dreams.  Some of them for ourselves and sometimes for our entire nation. To 
often we have relegated dreams to Fanduel or the lotto!  But God speaks in the 
complexity of our dreaming.  Let us confess our failure to respond.   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     (In Unison)​
God of dreams and dreamers, forgive us for being so casual with your revelation 
knowledge.  Instead of heeding your messages for our lives, we have envisioned only 
big cars, huge houses, and vacation escapes abroad!  Trying so hard to escape our 
poverty, we have missed your signs and symbols of authentic life.  Forgive us our 
sin.  Help us to dream of better and different tomorrows.  Help us to work diligently 
for justice.  And help us to act justly in all of our dealings.  In the name of the One 
who gives us the Vision of Hope, we pray.  Amen. 

DECLARATION OF PARDON​
Sisters and brothers, you know what is right and what God requires.  It is that we do 
justice, love kindness, and walk dependent upon God.  This is made possible by the Holy 
Spirit, who lives and reigns in you.  Glory to God!​
​
​ ​ ​ ​ PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION​
Shine on us today Lord, through your scripture and by way of your Holy Spirit.  May the 
scales fall off our eyes and may we see clearly your truth.  May our hearts be open to what 
you have to tell us today.  Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 60:17-18​
17 Instead of bronze I will bring gold;​
    instead of iron I will bring silver;​
instead of wood, bronze;​
    instead of stones, iron.​
I will appoint Peace as your overseer​
    and Righteousness as your taskmaster.​
18 Violence shall no more be heard in your land,​
    devastation or destruction within your borders;​
you shall call your walls Salvation​
    and your gates Praise.​
​
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Luke 12:15, 2 Corinthians 8:9, Acts 2:43-47 

Luke 12:15​
15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 

2 Corinthians 8:9​
9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 

Acts 2:43-47​
43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they 
would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved. 

TABLETALK WITH GOD’S CHILDREN  

SERMON  ​ Anti-Greed Gospel: Solidarity or Greed ​ ​ Pastor Robbie Carnes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
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A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION​
How can you work against greed in your personal life?​
How can we work against greed in the life of our church?​
How can you work against greed in public?                                                                                                      

HYMN PH #20 BH #267​ “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

OFFERING    ​
God is faithful!  Through the gift of God we have been called into this fellowship with 
Jesus Christ.  Let us share our gifts in order to spread this good news! 

(If you would like a written prayer request included in our prayers today, please indicate 
that and an usher will collect them) 

God in Heaven, Jesus called us to “Come and see.”  Use these, our gifts, in order that we 
may participate in the “go and tell” of helping others find the Christ.  Amen. 

Will the Ushers Please come forward. 

OFFERTORY     ​  

DOXOLOGY​
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;​
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LORD’S PRAYER       ​
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

HYMN PH #716 BH #422​ “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

CHARGE​
May the Living God enliven in you true Shalom. May Jesus strengthen you to embrace 
your enemies. May you be given courage to pursue the way of peace, through the 
abundant love and power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.​
​
POSTLUDE   ​  ​
Peace be with you!...and also with you! 
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Be sure to visit the sign-up table before you leave on Sunday mornings! 
There are many opportunities to volunteer and serve. 

Closed Captions during worship are available on the TV located in the 
Sanctuary Annex. Please see Mike Cupp, Jason Allen or Kelly Sunman-Davis 
with questions. 

Do you use the T Coil hearing loop? If you are having trouble with the 
system, please info Mike Cupp. 

Keep an eye out for your next “Invite a Presbyterian” opportunity! In a 
season when resources feel stretched, community becomes even more 
precious. Consider extending a friendly invitation to someone new or someone 
different—whether it’s lunch with friends, a movie, a museum visit, or a 
concert outing. When one of us shows up, it may be the gentle nudge someone 
else needs to feel included and encouraged. Small invitations can build strong 
fellowship. 

Comfort Pillow Sewing Bee, Sat, Jan 24th @ 9am - Join the Zonta Club of 
Fenton in making pillows for people who have undergone mastectomies.  We 
need hand and machine sewers, and pinners and/or cutters.  Sign up in 
fellowship hall for this worthwhile and fun event. 

Tuesday Adult Bible Study - Join us on Tuesday Mornings at 11am, as we 
look at The Prodigal God, Finding Your Place at the Table, by Timothy Keller. 

Sunday Evening Study - 5PM – 6:15PM in the Conference room of 4square 
Tax, 205 Lincoln St, Fenton. Led by Larry Zimbler, this group will study the 
book “Desire of the Everlasting Hills” by Thomas Cahill.  

January Women’s Bible Study​
Abide, a study of 1, 2, & 3 John by Jen Wilkin​
Wednesdays, through March 11 from 10am – noon in person OR​
Thursdays, through March 12 from 6:30 – 8pm via zoom only 
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Growing Personally & Spiritually - A faith-based journey toward peace, 
balance, & joy 

Are your relationships—personal or spiritual—feeling a little off course?​
Do you long for more joy, clarity, or calm in your daily life?​
Are you wondering where your path is leading? 

If your heart is asking these questions, you’re not alone—and this group is for 
you. 

GPS offers a compassionate, faith-centered space to pause, reflect, and 
reconnect with what truly matters. Together, we’ll explore life’s challenges, 
celebrate its blessings, and support one another as we grow in confidence, 
grace, and peace. 

Where: Fenton First Presbyterian Church – Conference Room​
When: Mondays, ongoing from 5:30–6:30 p.m., beginning January 5, 2026​
Why: To nurture our spiritual and personal growth, learning to navigate life 
with steadiness and joy.​
How: By reading thoughtful texts, sharing personal experiences, and walking 
alongside one another in faith and friendship.​
Come as you are!  Bring your questions, your hopes, and your heart!  

Seminar - Leaving a Legacy 

What kind of legacy will you leave? 

Join us for our Leaving a Legacy Planning Seminar, a practical event designed 
to help you take control of your future, protect what matters most, and leave a 
lasting impact for generations to come. 

This engaging seminar will help you:​
Gain clarity and confidence about estate and legacy planning​
Learn how to provide for loved ones while honoring your values​
Discover smart strategies to preserve wealth and reduce stress​
Turn good intentions into a clear, actionable plan 

Whether you’re starting from scratch or updating an existing plan, this seminar 
will give you the tools and insight you need to move forward with confidence. 
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Date: January 29th​
Time: 6:30pm​
Location: Fenton First Presbyterian Church 

Free to attend​
Open to individuals, couples, and families​
Valuable for every stage of life 

Don’t wait to have the conversation tomorrow. Start shaping your legacy today.​
We look forward to seeing you there!  

You’re invited to Church Game Night on Thursday, February 6th at 7:00 
PM! Bring your favorite games, along with snacks and beverages to share, and 
enjoy an evening of fun, fellowship, and laughter together. All ages are 
welcome, so invite friends and family and come ready for a great time. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

Thank You for Your Generosity During Our Food Drive! Thank you for the 
incredible generosity you showed during our recent food drive. Your kindness 
and willingness to give have made a meaningful difference in the lives of 
individuals and families in our community who are facing food insecurity. 

Because of your donations and support, we were able to collect an abundance 
of food that will help nourish many people in need. This outpouring of love 
truly reflects the heart of our congregation and our call to serve others with 
compassion. 

We are deeply grateful for each person who contributed, volunteered, prayed, 
or helped spread the word. May God bless you for the care you have shown 
and the lives you have touched. 

With sincere thanks and appreciation, FFPC Deacons, and Congregational 
Outreach. 

Thank you for your generosity and support of the Book Binders 2025 
Giving Tree. Because of your kindness, many children will receive 
much-needed items and feel loved and remembered. 

Here is the list of items donated through the Giving Tree in 2025:​
Stuffed animals – 5​
Gloves / mittens – 30​
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Gloves & hat sets – 6​
Hats – 38​
Pajamas – 6​
Scarves – 13​
Underwear – 27​
Socks (pairs) – 54​
T-shirts – 9​
Slippers (pairs) – 1​
Blanket – 1​
Ornaments – 6 

Each donation represents a caring heart and a willingness to serve others. 
Thank you for supporting this outreach and helping make a difference in the 
lives of children in our community.  


