
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON 

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping people 
know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as his disciples. 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday​
January 11th, 2026          10:00 a.m.​
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         GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE​ ​
WELCOME            ​  ​
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  

CALL TO WORSHIP —based on Isaiah 53; Matthew 3:17; 17:5​
God said, “This is my Son, with whom I am pleased.”​
But this one has no splendor, no beauty we would fancy.​
“This is my child, in whom I take delight.”​
But this one carries the load of a servant, not the scepter of a king.​
“This is my child, whom I have called.”​
But this one demands justice from all earth’s nations; his words shall judge our own.​
“This is my child, whom I uphold.”​
But this one would release the dungeon’s prisoners; he would set the captives free.​
“This is my child, whose hand I hold.”​
But this one is a man of sorrows; he is no stranger to grief.​
“This is my child; I give him to you.”​
Surely this child will bear our suffering on his shoulders and carry our rejection in 
his heart. Wounded for our transgressions, he will be cut off from the land of the 
living. Like sheep we have gone astray; like a lamb he shall be led to the slaughter. 
And still our God declares it: “This is my beloved child, with whom I am well 
pleased. Listen to him.” 

OPENING PRAYER​
Lord God, gracious and merciful, you anointed your beloved Son with the Holy 
Spirit at his baptism in the Jordan, and you consecrated him prophet, priest, and 
king. Pour out your Spirit on us again that we may be faithful to our baptismal 
calling, ardently desire the communion of Christ’s body and blood, and serve the 
poor of your people and all who need your love, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
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HYMN PH #265 BH #423  “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 

CALL TO CONFESSION  1 John 1:8, 9​
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     (In Unison)​
Merciful God, in baptism you grafted us into the body of Christ, promising us 
forgiveness of sin and newness of life. But we fail to live as forgiven people. We 
keep destructive habits and hold grudges. We allow our past to hold us hostage 
and are reluctant to welcome newness. In your loving-kindness have mercy on 
us and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you have made to us in 
baptism so that we may live as your people, claimed in the waters of promise. 
Amen. 

DECLARATION OF PARDON—based on Romans 8:15-17, NRSV​
You did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit 
of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ. Praise God that in the power of the Spirit we are joint heirs with Christ! We 
see the love of God at Christ’s baptism. ​
​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION​
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, in 
whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation.  Reveal yourself to us 
today in your word. Amen 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9​
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold,​
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights;​
I have put my spirit upon him;​
    he will bring forth justice to the nations.​
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice​
    or make it heard in the street;​
3 a bruised reed he will not break,​
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;​
    he will faithfully bring forth justice.​
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has ​
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   established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching.​
5 Thus says God, the LORD,​
    who created the heavens and stretched them out,​
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it,​
who gives breath to the people upon it​
    and spirit to those who walk in it:​
6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;​
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you;​
I have given you as a covenant to the people,​
    a light to the nations,​
7 to open the eyes that are blind,​
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,​
    from the prison those who sit in darkness.​
8 I am the LORD; that is my name;​
    my glory I give to no other,​
    nor my praise to idols.​
9 See, the former things have come to pass,​
    and new things I now declare;​
before they spring forth,​
    I tell you of them.​
​
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Matthew 3:13-17​
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”​
​
TABLETALK WITH GOD’S CHILDREN ​
​
SERMON  ​ ​ Remember Our Baptisms                         Pastor Lindsey Carnes 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION​
          Do you remember your baptism?  ​
​ What does it mean to you to be ‘sealed in the Spirit’?​
​ In what way do you feel a part of God’s family?                                                                        
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HYMN PH #286 BH #316  “Breathe on me, Breath of God” 

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

OFFERING    ​
Let us present our gifts and offerings to the Living God as an act or worship. 

(If you would like a written prayer request included in our prayers today, please 
indicate that and an usher will collect them) 

Let us pray: ​
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, in 
whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation.  Baptized in Jordan’s 
waters, Jesus took his place with sinners, and your voice proclaimed him your 
beloved.  Your Spirit anointed him to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim 
release to the captives, to restore sight to the blind, to free the oppressed.  He lived 
among us in power and grace, touching broken lives with your healing peace. May 
our gifts and offerings participate in this work.  Amen. 

Will the Ushers Please come forward. 

OFFERTORY     ​  

DOXOLOGY​
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;​
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Father, as we remember how our Lord Jesus was identified by baptism with 
John’s message of repentance and renewal, we pray for the renewal of humanity 
today and for the church as a means of renewal. We pray for the welfare of 
nations and the wisdom of governments, for social justice and for racial 
harmony. May laws and policies dignify, not degrade, and may the arrival of 
your kingdom in Jesus be attested by the witness of Christians in every walk of 
life. We pray for all who suffer loss and who are diminished by illness, by 
disappointment, or by the attitude of others. Support and strengthen these and all 
who are in the wilderness facing the testing of what they believe in. We pray 
also for all who must die soon— both those who know it and those who do not. 
Confirm in every one of us that it is not for this life only that we have hope in 
Christ, and in the communion of all your baptized people may we find bonds 
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forged between us that endure to all eternity. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER       ​
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

HYMN PH #318 BH #439 “In Christ there is No East or West” 

CHARGE​
The peace of God, known in this sanctuary, will go with you, empowering you to 
meet adversity. ​
We carry God’s peace into a troubled world, seeking to be peacemakers 
wherever we go.​
The blessing of God, who touched believers’ lips and set them free to sing praises,​
will lift you up each day to use your gifts.​
We carry God’s blessing into our daily lives and dare to share the riches 
entrusted to us.​
The strength of God, seen in wind and fire, will set you ablaze with vitality and 
purpose.​
We commit ourselves anew to live by God’s will as it is revealed to us day by 
day. Amen. 

POSTLUDE   ​  ​
​
Peace be with you!...and also with you! 
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Be sure to visit the sign-up table before you leave on Sunday mornings! There 
are many opportunities to volunteer and serve. 

Closed Captions during worship are available on the TV located in the 
Sanctuary Annex. Please see Mike Cupp, Jason Allen or Kelly Sunman-Davis 
with questions. 

Do you use the T Coil hearing loop? If you are having trouble with the system, 
please info Mike Cupp. 

Keep an eye out for your next “Invite a Presbyterian” opportunity! In a season 
when resources feel stretched, community becomes even more precious. 
Consider extending a friendly invitation to someone new or someone 
different—whether it’s lunch with friends, a movie, a museum visit, or a concert 
outing. When one of us shows up, it may be the gentle nudge someone else 
needs to feel included and encouraged. Small invitations can build strong 
fellowship. 

Tuesday Adult Bible Study - Join us on Tuesday Mornings at 11am, as we look 
at The Prodigal God, Finding Your Place at the Table, by Timothy Keller. 

Sunday Evening Study - 5PM – 6:15PM in the Conference room of 4square 
Tax, 205 Lincoln St, Fenton. Led by Larry Zimbler, this group will study the 
book “Desire of the Everlasting Hills” by Thomas Cahill.  

January Women’s Bible Study - Abide, a study of 1, 2, & 3 John by Jen Wilkin​
Wednesdays, through March 11 from 10am – noon in person OR​
Thursdays, through March 12 from 6:30 – 8pm via zoom only 

Contact Tina Ritchie for more information at tina@ffpc.org. 

You are invited to our winter Legacy Learning Experience, Thursday, January 
29 beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Have you thought about the legacy you would like to leave for your family and 
your faith community?  We have some very informative handouts, and we will 
provide an overview of ways you can consider the lasting legacy you will 
provide for oncoming generations. 
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Comfort Pillow Sewing Bee, Sat, Jan 24th @ 9am - Join the Zonta Club of 
Fenton in making pillows for people who have undergone mastectomies.  We 
need hand and machine sewers, and pinners and/or cutters.  Sign up in 
fellowship hall for this worthwhile and fun event. 

​
Growing Personally & Spiritually - A faith-based journey toward peace, 
balance, & joy 

Are your relationships—personal or spiritual—feeling a little off course?​
Do you long for more joy, clarity, or calm in your daily life?​
Are you wondering where your path is leading? 

If your heart is asking these questions, you’re not alone—and this group is for 
you. 

GPS offers a compassionate, faith-centered space to pause, reflect, and 
reconnect with what truly matters. Together, we’ll explore life’s challenges, 
celebrate its blessings, and support one another as we grow in confidence, grace, 
and peace. 

Where: Fenton First Presbyterian Church – Youth Room​
When: Mondays, ongoing from 5:30–6:30 p.m., beginning January 5, 2026​
Why: To nurture our spiritual and personal growth, learning to navigate life with 
steadiness and joy.​
How: By reading thoughtful texts, sharing personal experiences, and walking 
alongside one another in faith and friendship.​
Come as you are!  Bring your questions, your hopes, and your heart!  

Special Thank you! 

Over the past year, we have come together in remarkable ways to support 
families during funerals. The process of preparing lunches for grieving families 
is no small task, and it would not be possible without the dedication and 
generosity of so many of you. We deeply appreciate everyone who has 
contributed by preparing food, decorating, setting up tables, and helping in 
countless other ways. Your willingness to serve has been a true blessing, not 
only to the families in their time of healing but also to all of us who have had 
the privilege of working alongside you. The families who have received your 
kindness are always deeply grateful. Your efforts provide comfort and honor to 
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their loved ones, making a significant difference during a difficult time. This 
blessing extends beyond the families; it is felt by all who participate, 
strengthening our bonds and sense of purpose within the community.  

Continued Opportunities to Serve 

We want to thank each of you for your support and help throughout the past 
year. If you are interested in assisting with funeral luncheons in the future, 
please feel free to reach out to any of us for more information.  

Blessings,​
Your funeral coordinators,​
Debera Bard, Nancy Parkin, Drew Hamby, Peggy Fowler 

 

 


