FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping people
know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as his disciples.

1st Sunday of Advent
November 30th, 2025 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

On Sundays and Mondays,

on good days and bad days,

early in the morning and very late at night,
here in this room, and out in the world,
God, we long for you to break in.

Meet us in this space.

Surprise us with your presence.

Fill this room with your good news.

CANDLE LIGHTING ~ HOPE
A: In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?
B: I see hope when I look to the next generation. I feel hopeful when we gather
together. I know hope, deep in my bones, when we dream of a better world.
A: You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.
B: Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this
flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope.
Light candle.
A: Thanks be to God! Amen.

HYMN PH #95 “Prepare the Way of the Lord”

CALL TO CONFESSION

Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is a step in
the right direction. For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts before God.
We pour out the truth of our lives. We do not hide anything from our Creator, and in



that simple act, God somehow always feels closer. So join me in this prayer. Join
me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in here.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (In Unison)

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in
our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this
world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to feel you in
our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering
hearts, and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod,
even on the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

DECLARATION OF PARDON

Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice
God’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and
believe the good news this Advent season:

Nothing can keep God’s love away.
We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

With-us God, in the time of Moses, you spoke through water in the desert and a pillar
of smoke. In the time of the judges, you spoke through the prophets. In the time of
Herod, you spoke through angel choruses and unlikely miracles. In every time you
have been speaking. So today, in our time, we ask that you would speak again. Break
through the chatter and the distraction of our weary minds and speak to us once
more. With hope we pray, amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Lamentations 3:55-57
55 I called on your name, O LoRrD,

from the depths of the pit;

56 you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear

to my cry for help, but give me relief!”

57 You came near when I called on you;

you said, “Do not fear!”



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Luke 1:5-13

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations
of the Lord. 7 But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both
were getting on in years.

8 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty,
9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering,
the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to
him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

TABLETALK WITH GOD’S CHILDREN
SERMON We long for God to Break In Pastor Lindsey Carnes
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION

What fears are you facing right now?

What deep longings can you bring to God?

What would it mean for your prayer to be answered today?

HYMN PH #93 BH #8 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD

OFFERING Isaiah 2:4

when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. May our gifts today go to build Jesus’ coming kingdom of Peace for
all people.

(If you would like a written prayer request included in our prayers today, please
indicate that and an usher will collect them)
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O Mighty One, you have done and are doing great things for us, and holy is your
name. Bless all we offer you—ourselves, our time, and our possessions— that
through us your grace and favor may be made known to all the world, for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

Will the Ushers Please come forward.
OFFERTORY Lord, Remind Me by Jon Guerra Robbie Carnes

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Inbreaking God, every time we read the story of Zechariah in the temple, we
remember that you are a God that draws near. You are a God that breaks into
the messy middle of our lives to offer hope, love, and good news. You are a
God who sees our fears and offers words of comfort. So once more, present
God, we bow our heads. Once more we quiet the racing thoughts in our minds.
Once more we allow our spirits to lean toward you like trees in the wind. And
as we do, we bring you our prayers. God, today we are grateful for the many
amazing things in this world that leave us speechless. Feel free to add your
own prayers of gratitude to this list, relevant to your community and the
season.

Thank you for the beauty of nature as we welcome a new season.

Thank you for the contagious joy of children.

Thank you for homemade meals and the kindness of strangers.

Thank you for music that buoys our spirits, and scripture that points to your
presence.

It can be hard to put into words how grateful we truly are. However, in
addition to prayers of gratitude, gracious God, we also bring you prayers of
grief. Similar to the previous portion, feel free to add your own relevant
prayers of lament in this section. We know that Zechariah and Elizabeth were
no strangers to grief or longing. We know that for years they prayed for a child
that never came. So this morning we also pray for those, who like them, have
longed for children and found grief instead. God, we lift up the members of
this community who have walked similar journeys of infertility. We pray for



those who lie in hospital beds, desperate for good news. We pray for those who
cannot put food on the table and wonder how they’ll keep the lights on. We
pray for children that feel overlooked, and for adults that feel heartbreakingly
alone. God, the hurt and longing in this world is enough to leave us speechless.
So just as you did for Zechariah, speak to us. Remind us that we are not alone
and that our prayers have been heard. And as you do, and as we wait, we will
join our voices together to pray the prayer your son taught us to pray, saying. . .

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

HYMN PH #81 “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken”

CHARGE

In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach for each other’s
hands. May you choose courage whenever you can. And in all things, may you
remember that good news is louder than fear. In the name of the one who calls, the
one who sends, and the one who journeys with - go in peace and be not afraid.
Amen.

POSTLUDE

Peace be with you!...and also with you!



Announcements

Be sure to visit the sign-up table before you leave on Sunday mornings! There are many
opportunities to volunteer and serve.

Closed Captions during worship are available on the TV located in the Sanctuary Annex.
Please see Mike Cupp, Jason Allen or Kelly Sunman-Davis with questions.

Do you use the T Coil hearing loop? If you are having trouble with the system, please info
Mike Cupp.

An Advent of Newness Beginning on November 30th we will be conducting an experiment
during the worship service. The young people of our church will be attending the worship
service in a specially arranged space in the Annex. The purpose of this is, primarily, to
teach our youngest to become familiar with the rhythms of worship and teach ourselves
how our worship services can be more considerate of young people. We hope to conduct
this experiment throughout the season of Advent and see what God and our young people
can teach us!

FREE Christmas Concert on November 30th at 4pm. Celebrate the magic of Christmas
through music! Enjoy Christmas Keyboard Duets, Congregational Carols, and the First
Presbyterian Church Choir. Cookies and coffee will be available after the concert.

Christmas Quilt Display - Sharing the Warmth of Christ - As we prepare our church home
for the season of Christ’s birth, we’re seeking Christmas themed quilts or those in red and
green to help wrap our space in beauty and warmth. Each quilt will be a visible reminder of
the love and care that bind us together as a church family. If you have one to share, please
see or text Mary Zimbler at 810-629-0884 or contact the office at office@ffpc.org. We will
be hanging the quilts on November 23. Let’s join together to fill our church with symbols
of comfort and joy.

It’s Poinsettia Time! Help us celebrate the joy of Christ’s birth by filling our sanctuary with
the bright beauty of poinsettias. You’re invited to give a plant in celebration or memory of
a loved one, sharing both remembrance and rejoicing this Christmas season. Each
poinsettia is $27.50 Please place your order to the church office by December 14th.

We need your help for Jingle Fest, December 6th! Sign up to be a Nativity Character, bring
cookies for the warming station or help with the Mission Committee’s fundraising for the
Old NewsBoys. What a wonderful opportunity to be the Church in our community!



The Bookbinders’ Giving Tree - As we enter this season of gratitude and grace, the Book
binders invite you to share God’s love through our annual “Giving Tree.” We are collecting
hats, mittens, and scarves of all sizes, along with clothing and socks for infants through
size 10. Each item will help wrap a child in warmth and remind them that they are loved
and cared for. You’ll find the tree in the new narthex beginning November 23. As you place
your gift beneath the branches, may it be a prayer in action — a simple way to share
Christ’s compassion with those in need. All donations will be given to a local charity,
bringing hope and comfort to families in our community.

Tuesday Adult Bible Study - Starting in January, join us on Tuesday Mornings at 11am as
we look at The Prodigal God, Finding Your Place at the Table, by Timothy Keller.

Sunday Evening Study - 5PM — 6:15PM in the Conference room of 4square Tax,
205 Lincoln St, Fenton. Led by Larry Zimbler, this group will study the book “Desire of
the Everlasting Hills” by Thomas Cahill.

January Women'’s Bible Study

Abide, a study of 1, 2, & 3 John by Jen Wilkin

Wednesdays, January 7 - March 11 from 10am — noon in person OR
Thursdays, January 8 - March 12 from 6:30 — 8pm via zoom only

How can we hold onto assurance of our faith? How can we discern the truth from a lie?
How can we know God loves us?

In three short letters, the apostle John reminds an early church facing division, deception,
and doubt to hold fast to what they know and to live like they believe it. And he reminds
us, as well. In this 10-session Bible study on the letters of 1, 2, and 3, John, Jen Wilkin
helps you see how two thousand years later, his words call to Christians in similar
challenges to recall a great salvation and to abide in the truth.

Register in Fellowship Hall by December 14.

Participant books are $25 each

Register in Fellowship Hall by December 14 or contact Tina Ritchie for more information
tina@ffpc.org.

Growing Personally & Spiritually (GPS) -

A faith-based journey toward peace, balance, & joy

Are your relationships—personal or spiritual—feeling a little off course?
Do you long for more joy, clarity, or calm in your daily life?

Are you wondering where your path is leading?

If your heart is asking these questions, you’re not alone—and this group is for you.



GPS offers a compassionate, faith-centered space to pause, reflect, and reconnect with what
truly matters. Together, we’ll explore life’s challenges, celebrate its blessings, and support
one another as we grow in confidence, grace, and peace.

Where: Fenton First Presbyterian Church — Youth Room

When: Mondays, ongoing from 5:30—6:30 p.m., beginning January 5, 2026

Why: To nurture our spiritual and personal growth, learning to navigate life with steadiness
and joy.

How: By reading thoughtful texts, sharing personal experiences, and walking alongside one
another in faith and friendship.

Come as you are! Bring your questions, your hopes, and your heart!

FFPC Christmas Project -
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat...” — Matthew 25:35

This Christmas season, the Deacons and the Mission Committee are joining together to
share Christ’s love with our refugee families. Through monetary donations, we will provide
grocery gift cards, offering nourishment and a reminder of God’s abundant care.

We also welcome the gift of homemade Christmas cookies, a sweet expression of
hospitality and fellowship to accompany the cards.

As we give from our hearts, may each offering—Ilarge or small—be a reflection of the love
Christ has so generously given to us.

You’re Invited to a Fun Morning of Books & Conversation!
Love a good story? Enjoy sharing laughs, snacks, and insights with friends? Join us for our
Book Binders Book Club Meet & Greet Breakfast on December 9th at 11:00am.

No pressure, no prep — just come as you are!

We’ll chat about favorite reads, brainstorm ideas for future picks, and enjoy some tasty
treats together. Bring: Yourself, your curiosity, and maybe a friend! Whether you’re a
devoted reader or just book-curious, everyone’s welcome. Let’s make this a chapter worth
remembering! RSVP to PJ Collier at (810) 691-5191

Keep an eye out for your next “Invite a Presbyterian” opportunity! In a season when
resources feel stretched, community becomes even more precious. Consider extending a
friendly invitation to someone new or someone different—whether it’s lunch with friends,
a movie, a museum visit, or a concert outing. When one of us shows up, it may be the
gentle nudge someone else needs to feel included and encouraged. Small invitations can
build strong fellowship.



December 28 Breakfast Service

Join us and enjoy a church breakfast featuring an Oatmeal Bar, and we’re inviting folks to
sign up to bring their favorite toppings—nuts, dried fruit, spices, chocolate chips, and
anything else that makes a bowl of oatmeal extra comforting on a winter morning. Come
for breakfast, bring what you can, and help us share God’s abundance with those who need
it most.

Emergency Pantry Food Drive

We are turning our fellowship time into an opportunity to care for our wider community!
Through December 28th, we will be collecting donations for our Emergency Pantry, with a
special emphasis on protein-rich foods, which are the most urgently needed.

Suggested items include:

Proteins & Staples: peanut butter, canned meats, cooking oil, nuts, rice, pasta and sauce,
stews, and broth

Breakfast & Snacks: cereal, oatmeal, granola bars

Canned & Shelf-Stable Foods: canned fruits, canned vegetables, soup, shelf-stable milk
Personal & Household Care: dental care items, feminine care, deodorant, lotions, dish soap,
toilet paper, paper towels, diapers

Tip: Pop tabs on cans are especially helpful!

Thank you for helping us serve those in need and showing God’s love to our community.



