FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FENTON

To be a loving community of faith dedicated to helping people
know Jesus Christ and grow, share and serve as his disciples.

20th Sunday after Pentecost~ Deacon Sunday
October 26th, 2025 10:00 a.m.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
PRELUDE Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah
WELCOME Ellen Horton

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 84 Jay Kirkey
1 How lovely is your dwelling place,

O Lorp of hosts!

2 My soul longs, indeed it faints,

for the courts of the Lorbp;

my heart and my flesh sing for joy

to the living God.

3 Even the sparrow finds a home

and the swallow a nest for herself,

where she may lay her young,

at your altars, O Lorp of hosts,

my King and my God.

4 Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praise.

5 Happy are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

6 As they go through the valley of Baca,

they make it a place of springs;

the early rain also covers it with pools.

7 They go from strength to strength;

the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

8 O Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer;

give ear, O God of Jacob!

9 Behold our shield, O God;

look on the face of your anointed.

10 For a day in your courts is better

than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God



than live in the tents of wickedness.

11 For the Lorp God 1s a sun and shield;
he bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does the Lorp withhold
from those who walk uprightly.

12 O Lorbp of hosts,

happy is everyone who trusts in you.

OPENING PRAYER based on Psalm 90 Peggy Fowler
God of eternity; our refuge and our hope from one generation to another: before the
mountains rose from the sea, before the rivers carved out the valleys, you are
God—eternal. From dust we came, to dust we return. So, O Lord, you have ordered our
ways. A thousand years in your sight are as yesterday. As a watch in the night comes
quickly to an end, so the years pass before you - like grass which in the morning is green
and by evening is dried up and withered. The decades pass—a mere handful. We enjoy
some vigor, but even that soon disappears. So much of our span is wearisome, full of
labor and sorrow. O Lord, teach us to number our days, and apply our hearts to wisdom.
Turn again, O God, do not delay: give grace to your servants. Satisfy us with your loving
kindness. Grant us joy and gladness in our lives. Give us gladness to make up for the
times of suffering. Shower us with your grace. Let your favor be upon us and prosper the
work of our hands. Renew us in the grace of Jesus; visit us with his Spirit. Refresh our
burdened hearts; restore our tired minds. Amen.

HYMN PH #729 BH #372  “Lord I Want to Be a Christian” (Verses 1,2 & 4)

CALL TO CONFESSION Jay Kirkey
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love with all the saints in earth and
heaven. Knowing our unworthiness and sin, let us ask from him both mercy and
forgiveness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (In Unison)

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in
faith. Forgive our indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but
we have been silent. You have called us to do what is just, but we have been fearful.
Have mercy on us, your faithless servants. Keep before us faithful people for us to
follow so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, we may grow in the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to the praise of your holy name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF PARDON—Ephesians 2:19-22, NRSV

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together



and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually
into a dwelling place for God.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Peggy Fowler
Your Church, Lord, is a gathering of forgiven sinners, called to be holy, dedicated to
service. However, we can do nothing without your empowering Spirit. Fill us today so
that we might hear your words and act on them. Amen.

HEROES OF THE BIBLE

Mary Zimbler ~ King David

Peggy Fowler and Heidi Robertson ~ The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Cathy Hollopeter ~ Esther

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

RECOGNITION OF THE SAINTS Peggy Fowler and Mary Zimbler
Jim Carter, Roberta O’Hara, Sally Bagnall, Jack Allen, Carleen Johnson, Sherry Zollars,
Thomas Young

We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses.
Death has no dominion over them.
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

HYMN PH #326 BH #526  “For All the Saints”
BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD

OFFERING Romans 12:1, ™ Jay Kirkey
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life-
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life— and place it before God
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.

3

(If you would like a written prayer request included in our prayers today, please indicate

that and an usher will collect them)

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— our
selves, our time, and our possessions—signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the

sake of him who offered himself for us— Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Will the Ushers Please come forward.



OFFERTORY The Diaconate By Nathaniel A. Schmidt Read by Clark Casteel
Long has our king been absent from these lands, sailing east to see where the sun might
rise, his steed a delicate silver longship whose prow is carved like a dove-on-the-wing:
leaving us as the stewards of his house, a mighty mansion, a castle of many rooms, where
daily upon the gates ring the knocks of the sick, the orphaned, and the widowed, the
abused, the dispossessed, and the downtrodden, who seek to eat at our master’s table - a
spread of which is said a single taste can give life to those who feast on its fruit. To us is
left the task of opening the halls of our lord unto the needy, of bandaging the wounded, of
clothing the nude, of whom there is never any shortage, for in the absence of our majesty
usurpers have begun to clamor for the crown, warring with each other as they groan to
impose their own sense of power upon the realm - and there are those of our house,
seduced by such ways, who join in this fray to achieve the throne, convinced we’ll never
see the royal sail crest the bright horizon to come back to our coast. Still the charge never
changes Love one another and so to keep faith and maintain our hope we read the annals
of our sovereign’s deeds, how he first showed such care to his people before calling us to
do the same in his name; our lives answering to his anointed will as we act in his stead so
his subjects can thrive: keeping his house ordered, awaiting his return.

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Peggy Fowler
Loving and faithful God, we bless you for calling us to be a holy people, living for you in
service to each other for the sake of your world. We pray that our congregation will
experience a rich and free sharing of the gifts you have generously given us. Knowing
that we are called to be saints, we humbly ask that you will work powerfully through us
to accomplish your purposes in the world. We pray for the courage, the patience, and the
generosity of spirit that comes from imitating the love you have shown us in Christ. We
long for your Spirit’s power to make us more Christlike in our thoughts, words, and
deeds.

Help us to think of others and their needs even now as we pray for

creation, in its groaning . . .

the world, in its suffering . . .

our nation and city, in their need of healing . . .
We pray in the name of Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.


https://www.reformedworship.org/author/nathaniel-schmidt

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

TABLETALK WITH GOD’S CHILDREN Drew Hamby
HYMN PH #39 BH #276 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

CHARGE Jay Kirkey
Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. May God, who has
given us, in the lives of his saints, patterns of holy living and victorious dying, strengthen
your faith and devotion and enable you to bear witness to the truth against all adversity.
Amen.

BENEDICTION PH #727 “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (vs 1 and 4)
POSTLUDE

Peace be with you!...and also with you!

Announcements

A Big Thank You! The Worship Committee would like to thank everyone who filled out
the music questionnaire. We have read each of them and appreciate your thoughts

Be sure to visit the sign-up table before you leave on Sunday mornings! There are
many opportunities to volunteer and serve.

Closed Captions during worship are available on the TV located in the Sanctuary
Annex. Please see Mike Cupp or Kelly Sunman-Davis with questions.

Do you use the T Coil hearing loop? If you are having trouble with the system, please
info Mike Cupp.



Save the Date! Annual Turkey Dinner is November 8th. Sign up to help in
Fellowship Hall.

Children’s Sunday School and Worship Information

Class begins at 10AM and children return to worship after the sermon where they are
welcome to either sit with their parents or with Miss Tina. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Tina Ritchie

Holiday Poinsettia’s will be available to order starting November 16th.
Annual Hanging of the Greens will take place on November 23rd after Worship.

Save the Date! FREE Christmas Concert on November 30th. Enjoy music from Dr.
Rose Steven & Freeman Tucker in the Sanctuary. More details to come.

Sunday Evening Study - SPM — 6:15PM in the Conference room of 4square Tax, 205
Lincoln St, Fenton. Led by Larry Zimbler, this group will study the book “Desire of the
Everlasting Hills” by Thomas Cahill

Amazon comment: “In his subtle and engaging investigation into the life and times of
Jesus, Thomas Cahill shows us Jesus from his birth to his execution through the eyes of
those who knew him and in the context of his time—a time when the Jews were struggling
to maintain their beliefs under overlords who imposed their worldview on their subjects.
Here is Jesus the loving friend, itinerate preacher, and quiet revolutionary, whose words
and actions inspired his followers to journey throughout the Roman world and speak the
truth he instilled—in the face of the greatest defeat: Jesus' crucifixion as a common
criminal. Daring, provocative, and stunningly original, Cahill's interpretation will both
delight and surprise.”

From the introduction: “And what is the “desire of the everlasting hills?”” What could be
the meaning of this phrase, taken from the blessing of Jacob on his son Joseph [Gen 49:26],
the last of the patriarchs? Is not the desire of the everlasting hills that they be saved from
their everlastingness, that something new happen, that the everlasting cycle of human
cruelty, of man’s inhumanity to man, be brought to an end?”

The book has 7 chapters and 320 pages. We finish when we finish; we recess for special
holidays and Larry’s travel schedule. ALL ARE WELCOME

Tuesday Adult Bible Study

Join us on Tuesday Mornings at 11am as we study the prophecies in the Book of Daniel.
Written by Ray C. Stedman and Kathy Rowland we will be spending 9 weeks looking at
the strange, marvelous and sometimes scary prophecies of Daniel. While unneeded,
workbooks are available for about $14
(https://joyofliving.org/product/prophecy-in-the-book-of-daniel-adult-study-english/)



Fall 2025 Women's Bible Study - Sermon on the Mount

Wednesday Mornings | Through Nov 5 | 10am - 12pm | Conference Room
Facilitated by Tina Ritchie

OR

Thursday Evenings | Through Nov 6 | 6:30 - 8pm | ZOOM only
Facilitated by Dee Dee Ainsworth

See Tina Ritchie for more information

Apple Umpkin Sunday — October 26
During Coffee Hour there will be food made of apples or pumpkins. Bring a friend to
church and join for wonderful food following. Please sign up to provide your favorite food.

“An Event so Good It’s Scary” — Friday, October 31
This is a city-wide trick or treat event. Workers are needed to hand out candy and candy
donations are needed. Please sign up!!!

Grief Share Group Now Forming - Thursday Evenings beginning October 30th at 6pm in
the Youth Room. Contact Hannah Hall for Detail. Sign up in Fellowship Hall.

GriefShare support group is a safe, welcoming place where people understand the difficult
emotions of grief. Through this 13-week group, you'll discover what to expect in the days
ahead and what's “normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly stages of grief, you’ll
learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its unpredictability—and gain solid support

each step of the way.



