


17 Then Naaman said, “… please let two mule loads of earth be given to your servant, for your servant will no longer
offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god except the Lord. 18 But may the Lord pardon your servant on one count:
when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, leaning on my arm, and I bow down in the house of
Rimmon, when I do bow down in the house of Rimmon, may the Lord pardon your servant on this one count.” (2 Kings
5:17-18)

We can imagine that the first part of Naaman’s request is simple enough to approve of. Dirt is cheap and it is clear
evidence of how seriously Naaman is taking his new found faith in the God of Israel. Empathy is easy. The second part
should be more problematic.  

Naaman is seeking permission to attend a worship service of an idol and assist in other people’s worship of that idol. It
would make sense to deny Naaman this. The political foci isn’t right.  The cost to Naaman would be great of course.
Naaman would probably have to resign from being a great military leader and potentially face criminal charges for it.
Naaman may also have to give up his influence, power and prestige and possibly live as an exile in another country. For
many of us this is a proper sacrifice for the faith. Getting the politics and the practice aligned is more important than
the empathy. But this is not what Elisha says.  

19 He said to him, “Go in peace.” 

How can this be?  How could Elisha condone this practice? Doesn’t the Jewish faith (and by association our own faith)
demand a separation from idols and idol worship? Elisha, known for being a seer, comprehends a faith in Naaman that
does not require an absolutist mindset to direct. Could it be that Naaman is referring to the care and respect he wants
to maintain not for the idol Rimmon, but for his master the King of Aram? It could very well be that the King is elderly
and needs a caretaker. Naaman is asking for permission to serve an elderly man who does not share his new found faith
and is a citizen of a belligerent country to Israel. Naaman is asking for permission to serve in the fuzzy business of
empathy rather than the strict and rigid boundaries of politics. In what context would Jesus tell us that we are not to
serve someone?  

When they are from another country?
When they have committed violence?
When they have been irresponsible with their finances?
When they practice another faith from ours?
When they promote another politic than ours?
When they uphold a different worldview from ours?
When they uphold different sexual ethics than ours?
When they have experienced intense suffering and pain?
When they have led a life of privilege, opportunity and wealth?  

To whom shall we turn the other cheek, walk the extra mile and lend our cloak?
____________________________

It is curious that in Luke 4, Jesus reads scripture about the Messiah and the crowd in the synagogue love it. He then
brings the story of Naaman, the foreign leper healed from his disease, as a description of how the Messiah would act in
this world, including foreigners in the Kingdom. The people of the synagogue turned in rage to hurl him off a cliff.  

Following Jesus is a challenge. Being a Peacemaker means we have to walk into conflict. As we do so may we be filled
with power from the Holy Spirit to act with empathy, grace, wisdom and mercy.  

Go in Peace. 
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G r o w i n g  i n  G o d

"Go In
Peace."









 Ways to support
Youth Group

scholarships &
activities

G r o w i n g  i n  L o v e
WE MODEL  CHRISTIAN LOVE TOWARDS EACH OTHER,  PROVIDING AN INVIT ING AND  WELCOMING SPIRITUAL  HOME THAT ATTRACTS

PEOPLE  OF  ALL  AGES TO SHARE THEIR  FAITH .

Youth Group Events for  6 -  12 graders & fr iends,
Watch  your  texts  and  emai l  o r  contact  T ina  R i tch ie
t ina@ffpc .org  for  more  in format ion .  Adu l ts  seek ing  to  be  part
of  the  program are  asked  to  see  T ina .

Youth Group & Confirmation Class Schedule
-Meet ings  are  typ ica l l y  Sundays  un less  noted
-S ign  up  for  spec ia l  events  on  the  youth  bu l le t in  board  
 or  emai l  t ina@ffpc .org .
-Fr iends  are  a lways  we lcome;  a  parenta l  consent  form is  needed    
 fo r  o f fs i te  events .

May
Sun 5: Youth Group 2-4pm "Grace" 
Sun 19: Youth Group 2-5pm "Gratitude"

Bott le  returns  -  Drop  o f f
your  r insed  returnab le
bott les  and  cans  to  the
youth  room.
Kroger  Rewards  -  L ink ing
your  Kroger  Rewards  card
to  FFPC i s  easy  and  earns
us  quarter ly  benef i ts .
Contact  the  o f f ice  i f  you
need  in fo  on  how to  do
th is !  













FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
503 S. LEROY STREET  
FENTON, MI  48430-1736

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF OUR MISSION!

Mail offering to Church:  
Fenton First Presbyterian Church 
503 S. Leroy 
Fenton, MI  48430

Online Giving:  An easy and convienent way to give. Just visit the Presbyterian Mission  
Exchange link in the Giving section of FFPC.org website. A fast and SECURE way to give 
back.

Automatic Bank Pay: You can set up payments through your financial institution by utilizing 
the bill pay feature. Simply use First Presbyterian Church as the payee and your name for 
your account information. Saves on postage!!

Non-Cash Giving: Assets or Planned Gifts

Church Giving: You can give during one of our services by placing your check or cash in 
the Sunday offering plates. When giving cash, please complete a giving envelope so we can 
properly record your gift. 

WAYS TO GIVEThere are many different ways that you can give back to the 

Fenton First Presbyterian Church.  Together we can make a difference!!


