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The Church is not a building. It is a gathering of
people brought together to experience God's love and
purpose.

God designed the church for YOU - you belong here.
Are you ready to experience a community of people
doing life together? To find out, come worship with
us on Sunday mornings.

Our Mission: To be a loving community of faith
dedicated to helping people know Jesus Christ and
grow, share, and serve as his disciples.

Our Vision: To provide an inviting and welcoming
church home that attracts people of all ages and
encourages positive growth, while creating an
exciting and dynamic approach as disciples of Jesus
Christ.

Thank you for worshipping with us! We are happy to
welcome you into this household of God.
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PASTOR’S LETTER

Finding Balance in Rough Waters

Pastor Robbie Carnes

I was listening to a song on the radio. It had
just started up and the words began, “In this
time of desperation, when all we know is
doubt and fear...”

I got to thinking: What a great song for the
times that we are in right now. We are in
the midst of all sorts of things that seem to
be spinning out of control - from wars and
rumors of wars, to disease of the body and dis-
ease of the mind: from political machinations
and efforts that feel like they will take us to
the brink. Then I got to thinking again: When
was this song written? Was it written for
today or some other time of desperation?

The song is called ‘We Believe’ and it was
performed by the Newsboys in 2013. That
was the year of the Boston Marathon Tragedy,
the 16 day government shutdown, and Detroit
filing for bankruptcy. While it is the sign
of good art when it can transcend time and
space, I got to thinking a third time: We are
always in a time of desperation.

When is there not a crisis of all categories
in our world? One day the financial markets
hiccup, the next, violence and racial unrest
boil over. We seem to have COVID-19 resolved
to a certain extent, and then the profound
lack of disease management on the continent
of Africa threatens to unleash the viral beast
once again.

You could say that I should stop watching the
news. You are right, and I do. You could say
that this is a product of fear mongering of the
news media and the power that social media,
TV, and other cultural outlets have in our lives.

You are right, it is. However, just because
we are presented with the challenges of this
world in a sickly artificial and neurotically
compelling way doesn’t mean they aren't still
problems.

Of course we can ignore it all by turning off
the TV and leaving Facebook for a day or two.
We can even go on vacation and leave our
phones on ‘Do Not Disturb’. But just because
we can develop skills and amass resources
that give us the ability to ignore most of the
challenges of our times doesn’t mean that
those challenges aren’t going to effect our
lives—no matter how insular we are.

We are still in a time of desperation. Fact is,
we are always in a time of desperation.

Yetwe aren’t made to live like that. Adrenaline
isnt supposed to be constantly flowing
through our veins. Our bodies and our minds
need rest, but it needs to be real rejuvenating
rest, not simply the ceasing of activity. If our
times are always desperate then how do we
know peace--real peace?

How does Jesus teach us to live in our times?
How do we teach others to live in Jesus’ way in
our times? Scripture gives us some hot tips.

In Matthew 14 beginning in verse 22, written
in plain simple language, a story is told
about Jesus walking on water. The water
is rough and waves, urged on by the high
winds, are crashing against the sides of the
boat. As experienced sailors, the disciples
are managing. It wasn't until they saw Jesus
walking on the water toward them, through
the rough sea and high wind, that they cried



out in fear “It’s a ghost!”. Jesus calls out,
“Have courage! Itis I. Do not be afraid.”
And even after Jesus identifies himself,
Peter feels the need to test this incredible
reality. “Lord if it is you...” order me to
walk on the water to where you are. Jesus
does and Peter does, and it does turn out
exactly like Peter imaged.

This story tells us about Jesus’ power and
authority over all things. It tells us how
Jesus calls us to join him in scary places
and he will not let us drown. But consider
this: In that moment, what was Jesus
trying to teach his disciples? What was
Peter hoping to accomplish by asking to
be ordered to get out of the boat? What
did the disciples learn that night?

Clearly the intention was to give tools to
the disciples to integrate their spiritual
world with their physical world. They
initially think that Jesus is a ghost because
physical bodies cannot walk on water.
Jesus Identifies himself, yes, but some
transfigured astral projection telling me
that I shouldn’t be afraid doesn’t really cut
the mustard when the winds are blowing,
the doctor’s office is calling, the elections
are coming up, wars are raging, injustice
abounds, and apathy is the currency of
the day.

Peter’s challenge of ‘Lord, if it is you...
is an expression of the reluctance of our
minds and hearts to accept the fact that
Jesustranscends the spiritual and physical
worlds. Jesusis showing the disciples that
heisin control over the physical world and
the spiritual world. His actions matter and
his words have power, and this results in
this altogether incomprehensible thing:
Jesus walking on the rough seas.

Jesus is also teaching his disciples about
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living in a world of rough seas and constant
anxiety. In order to walk above the chaos
we need to live a life that integrates the
spiritual and the physical, living in both
worlds. It is not that we ignore the waves
and the wind; that would be living in a
spiritual La-La land and we would have no
reason to get out of the boat. That ghost
walking out there in the squall is inspiring
and descriptive, but I don’t actually have to
do anything in order to benefit spiritually.
It is also not that we treat the wind and the
waves in a completely practical manner.
Who in their right mind, with even a
modicum of Physical Science knowledge,
would jump out of the boat to meet Jesus.
Let us invite Jesus into our boat!

It is when we live like Jesus, doing Jesus’
works in Jesus’ way, that we find the
restful balance between our spiritual lives
and our physical lives. When we take
seriously that Jesus is in the thick of it;
not a conjecture or a projection, but the
real Jesus walking out in the wind and
waves of the world, we can confidently
take the truth of scripture and work it out
practically.

When we find ourselves stepping out of
the boat, like Peter, walking toward Jesus,
we are pulling the pieces of our spiritual
lives and our physical lives together. The
results of this is that the waves and the
wind are not ceased, nor the risk of us
falling into the depths, but that our focus
is on Jesus. While we are people of little
faith, let us pray that we might grow in
truth and knowledge, and not doubt that
Jesus is in control and we are in good
hands.
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Presbyterian missionary red-tagged in the
Phlllppmes (article from The Presbyterian Outlook)

The Rev. Cathy Chang, a mission co-worker
serving in the Philippines since 2015, was
shocked on April 11 when she found stickers
and a tarpaulin with her photo affixed to the
| front gate of her home with accusations that
she is a “Supporter of Terrorist CPP-NPA-
NDF” and threatening her to “get out of our
country.” She had been red-tagged.

In order to promote a campaign of fear
and distrust, red-tagging is a process of
blacklisting individuals or organizations not
fully supportive of the policies of the sitting
government, such as the Anti-Terrorism Act,
the War on Drugs, and Covid response, that
violate the human rights and civil liberties of
the Filipino people.

Chang, along with husband and fellow
mission co-worker Juan Lopez, are serving
at the invitation of a PC(USA) global partner,
the United Church of Christin the Philippines (UCCP). Under the administration of current
Philippine President Rodrigo R. Duterte, the UCCP has been among those that have been
vocal against the increasing disregard for human rights in the country. The consequences
of such a prophetic action can range from inconvenient to dire.

People who have been red-tagged as “terrorists” have faced false charges. Some have been
gunned down on the street or killed while purportedly “resisting arrest.” Atthe very least,
red-tagging, by design, aims to keep people from speaking out against injustice. Even
Chang feels pressured to decrease her voice of faith.

They believe that what happens next will be determined [from] the May 9 national election
to elect the country’s president and vice-president, senators, members of the House of
Representatives, and municipal officials, when 67 million Filipinos [headed] to the polls.
Chang and Lopez say the country is divided, just like the street on which they live, which
has signs supporting different candidates. Even many of the UCCP churches are divided
in the choice of presidential candidates. But on the whole, they are united in their vision
of an egalitarian, just and peaceful society.

Chang and Lopez met in 2002 while serving in Egypt as young adults. She was serving
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with the PC(USA)’s Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program, and he was serving with Action
Chrétienne en Orient (Christians in Action in the East), a mission agency supported by
French Protestants. In 2009, she became associate pastor of Memorial Presbyterian
Church in Midland, MI, while he continued his career in social work before entering
mission service. Chang is a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary and a member of
the Presbytery of Lake Huron.

Continue to pray for Change Lopez family and for the Ph111pp1nes https Z[pres outlook.

e R A A Pastor Lindsey will be a
%& o Commissioner to General
’5‘ Assembly this summer.

Presbytery of Lake Huron at our denomination's
General Assembly (GA). She's been assigned to
the Ecumenical Committee, which will meet June
26-29 inLouisville, KY where our denomination's
headquarters are located. This entire GA will be held

( U S A \ online via Zoom July 5-9.
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aa W Pastor Lindsey has been selected to represent the
A

Our Presbytery is sending 2 overtures to GA. The first
deals with violations of human rights in the Philippines, and Rev. Cathy Chang who is a
mission co-worker in the region will be speaking in favor of this overture. The second
overture relates to diversity and representation at the Synod level.

You can see past newsletters or sign up to receive an email newsletter about the General
Assembly meetings at the bottom of the page at https://ga-pcusa.or

Background: Every 2 years our PC(USA) denomination holds a General Assembly to
decide on matters that are relevant to our whole church. Every Presbytery (region) elects
Commissioners: a minister and an elder to send to the assembly. These Commissioners
serve on a committee that reviews and makes recommendations on overtures or
amendments to the PC(USA) Book of Order. The following week, the Commissioners will
debate and officially vote on these recommendations.
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WORSHIP

How to Worship with Us

Join us online as well as in person
Sunday's at 10am

Masks are optional. Paper masks will remain available for those who might need one, and
hand sanitizer stations are available throughout the building. If you have been exposed to
COVID or feel ill, please be considerate and stay home.

Here is how to join us Online

Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/fentonfpc

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkBa-DrcqSECxjAyeaiC4bg
Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8309142301?pwd=RH]J4dDBPdEhMN25yKzFzSzZNeUVPQT09

Use the Zoom app and use this Meeting ID
Meeting ID: 830 914 2301 Meeting Password: 5013

Use your telephone line to listen in:
Call +19292056099 and dial 8309142301# at the prompt US (New York)
Or Call +13126266799 and dial 8309142301# at the prompt US (Chicago)

Did You Know... that you can have a beautiful flower arrangement
on the alter for just under $13! You pick the Sunday and then take

it home after the service. All you have to do is call or email Heidi
Roberts at 810-625-4637 or hroberts6862@gmail.com.

Thank you,Tech Team!

A HUGE thank you to our Tech Team! You have gone
above and beyond in getting our Sanctuary technology
in the up to date, improved, and moved to the balcony!

We appreciate all the time, skills, and money you've
invested into this endeavor and church.

Thank you also for your week-to-week tech skills
each Sunday morning so that we can have our
services run as smoothly as possible. We know it's
not easy with all the random tech and internet
glitches that are out of your control - your problem
solving, patience, and commitment help us so much!



THANK YOU,
MUSICIANS AND
TECH SUPPORI!?
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Jz Invite your family and friends and

come for a collaborative evening of
worship music with participants
from Fenton First Presbyterian
Church, Tyrone Covenant

Presbyterian Church, and more!

-’h Hosted at Fenton First Presbyterian Church
(/8 503 South Leroy Street | Fenton, M 48430

THANK YOU,
WEDNESDAY WORK CREW!

Our Music Room has gone through
quite the transformation, and it
was all made possible by our
wonderful group of Wednesday
workmen! Thank you for your
handiwork, long hours, patience,
work ethic, and skills! You are loved

and appreciated!
-Rebekah
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FENTON FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH b

INVITES YOU
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¢ June 5th

SAVE

THE
DATE

11:30am-1:30pm
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Burning of the Mortgage Papers
Food & Refreshments
Activities For All Ages
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MISSION &
STEWARDSHIP

Mission Opportunity

Join us at the North End Soup Kitchen on Saturday,
June 11th from 9:00am-11:00am.

All those interested in helping to feed the hungry are asked
to meet at the church at 8:20am to share rides to Flint. Please
| wear a hairnet or ball cap as we will be preparing food for

w W lunch. Please contact Ken Wensel at 810-513-1340 or email
¥ at wenselkenneth@yahoo.com if you have any questions.

Financial Review - March, 2022
Profit/ Loss April Budget [an-April YTD Budget  Annual Budget
Income:  $16,765.65 $26,429.36  $198,236.52  $105,717.44 $317,152.70

Expense: $26,448.72  $27,238.83  $118,590.83 $108,955.32 $317,152.70
-9,683.07* -809.47 79,645.69* -3,237.88

*This does not include additional obligations such as restricted funds or mortgage
payments. such as: Board of Deacons, Faith & Femininity, Organ Fund, HVAC Fund, etc.

Statement of Cash Flows April YTD

Cash at Beginning of period: $132,456.84 $127,480.38
Cash at End of Period: $118,071.32 $118,071.32
Net Cash Increase: -14,385.52 -9,412.06

Balance in the Building Repair & Improvement account as of May 9th: $40,200.66

Respectfully Submitted, May 9th, 2022
Debera J Bard, Treasurer
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Through our gifts, we help
inspire young people to share
their faith, ideas and unique
gifts with the church and

the world, and in so doing,
bring hope to others.

NI PENTECOST
z SPECIAL OFFERINGS
CHILDREM AT RISK « YOUTH « YOUNGADULTS .

 APRIL18-JUNES,2022

Children

40% at risk

Congregations
keep for local
ministries with
children at risk

25%

Ministries
with Youth

25"

Young Adult
Volunteers
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DEACONS

The ministry of Deacons as set forth in scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service. We share in
the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, hungry, sick, lost, friendless, oppressed, those burdened by
unjust policies of structure, or anyone else in distress.

Helplng Hands it you are shut-in and need some help, think about calling the
church. The Deacons’ Helping Hands program may be just what you need.

If you need someone to run an errand, pick up groceries or a prescription, maybe we can
help. Call the church office at 810-629-7801 and leave your name, contact number and your
need. We will always wear a mask and leave any deliveries at your doorstep.

Want to help? If you are willing to:

1) provide rides for small errands such as picking up a few
groceries, prescriptions, or Doctor appointments or 2) do simple
household chores for those unable to do them for themselves,
then WE NEED YOU!

You can now sign up on the FFPC website for Helping Hands. Once you sign up, we can

contact you to assist others needing help.

*Those willing to drive a church member somewhere must complete a form and provide
avalid driver's license and proof of current auto insurance. These forms are available in
the church office. We will help you complete the form.

If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 810-629-7801.

Home Meals

The Deacons sponsor a program to make
& deliver meals to church families in their
time of need. We deliver meals to families/
individuals when a member of their family
is in the hospital, just coming home to
recuperate, or during a very stressful time. If
you would like to participate in this program
or want more information, please call the
church office at 810-629-7801 or Jeanne

Cupp.

Deacon's Non-Food Drive

The Deacon’s have become aware of a growing
need in our community. Did you know that
people on certain types of asssitance, such as
food stamps, can't use it for everyday items
like toothpaste, kleenex, toilet paepr? To
that end, we are starting a non-food drive to
collect items. Care products we are collecting
are; toilet paper, deodorant, bodywash/soap,
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, laundry
soap, band aids, antibiotic cream, dish soap,
paper towels, and muti purpose cleaners.
Bins are available in Fellowship Hall and the
church entryway Thank you.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Graduate Recognition June 5 during 10am Worship:

We will celebrate with and pray over each of our 2022 graduates, and wish them God’s
guidance and blessings as they journey on to their next adventures! Congratulations!!!
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Cameron Carlson - Fenton High School. Cameron will be attending Western Michigan
University to study Environmental & Sustainability Studies, and applying to art school to
also study Graphic Design.

Annabeth Carnes - Fenton High School. Annabeth will be finishing her associates degree at
Mott Community College and then transferring for a BA in Psychology.

Madeline Gibb - Lake Fenton High School. Madeline will be attending Central Michigan
University studying Psychology and French, along with participating in the Musical Theatre
program.

Skye Hodgkin - Fenton High School. Skye will be attending Wright State University
pursuing a BFA, Acting.

Audrey MacLean - Fenton High School. Audrey will be attending Western Michigan
University studying Business.

Peyton Graham - Fenton High School (not pictured)

CELEBRATE RECOVERY

Freedom from Your Hurts, Hang-Ups, & Habits

Wednesday Evenings
7-9pm in Fellowship Hall

The road to recovery is paved with God’s promises in this
12-step Christ-centered program

Call 810.629.7801
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Fenton Farmer’s Market Community Outreach Table Volunteer
Opportunities

Our church will again have a table at the
Farmer’s Market for 8 weeks on Thursday
evenings July 7 through August 25, from
5-7:30pm (set-up help needed 3:30-4:30).
Sponsored by the Christian Education,
Mission, and Congregational Outreach
committees, each week we will focus on a
different organization or community need.

Our main goal continues to be to interact
and share our presence within the
community by doing the following:

1. Offer activities for families and individuals to engage in mission, music, children, and
general family activities

2. Promote various community resources (FARR, Center of Hope, food pantries, etc.)
3. Listen to community/family/individual needs and offer prayer
4. Have fun while providing hospitality

Volunteers are needed for set-up, tear-down, and to interact with the community and
weekly activity assistance. Use the Sign-Up Genius link https://www.signupgenius.com/
20/10c0c48aaa62da7fdc61-fenton, or see the signup sheet on the black bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall. Volunteers are also asked to wear a church t-shirt. If you do not have one or
have other questions, please contact the office or Tina Ritchie. Thank you for your support
and participation!

Farmer’s Market Schedule of Events

July 7 - Bird Houses and Habitat for Humanity

July 14 - Voices for Children

July 21 - Drum Circle and Fenton Community Orchestra
July 28 - Adopt-A-Pet

Aug 4 - Wee Wooden Pantry

Aug 11 - Community Prayer & Art

Aug 18 - Women’s Issues

Aug 25 - Snuggle Sacks
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YOUTH GROUP

CREATING SPACE FOR YOUTH TO ASK QUESTIONS, ENCOUNTER GOD, AND LEARN TO
LIVE AS DISCIPLES OF CHRIST.

Allow, Meet, and Go!

Summer Youth Group Events - for 6 - 12 graders and friends

Kayaking, Camping, and other events being planned - watch your texts and email or contact
Tina Ritchie tina@ffpc.org for more information. Friends always welcome with a current
Parental Consent form on file!

Upcoming events:

Sunday: June 5 Graduate Recognition during 10am worship
Mon - Fri, June 20 - 24 Massanetta Middle School Conference “Blessed Be” Matthew 5:1-11
Sun - Sat, July 24 — 30 Montreat High School Conference “More Than Enough”

Ways to support Youth Group scholarships and activities:

Bottle returns - drop off your rinsed returnable bottle and cans to the youth room. THANK
YOU to Chas Kopplin for cashing them in!

Kroger Quarterly Earnings - $33.72 Link your Kroger Rewards card to FFPC. Contact the
office if you need info on how to do this!

VG’s receipts - We are $100,000 short in receipts to receive a $1000 check. THANK YOU to
Nancy Parkin for counting receipts!

CHILDREN & FAMILY
MINISTRY

Volunteers Needed for Nursery une Volunteers %%
& Preschool during Sunday June 5: AT
morning worship from 9:45 — }Egz 15
llam. June 26:
The Christian Education Committee is July 3:

seeking volunteers to fill this role. Please see
the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall!
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Sunday School

Children ages kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to join us at 10am in
Fellowship Hall

Dear Parents,

The children’s classrooms aren’t quite ready for us to hold class
in them yet, therefore we will continue to hold Sunday school
in Fellowship Hall with all children returning to worship for
prayers, communion, and benediction. I hope to be back in the
classrooms very soon and will keep you posted. Thank you for
your understanding!

“The Kingdom Provided” topics are:
Unit 10 - Samuel and King Saul (1 Samuel)

Despite all that God had done for Israel, God’s people continued to rebel against God. They
demanded a king, going against God’s plan and ignoring God’s warnings about how a king
would rule them. God provided Israel’s first king, Saul, to rule God’s people. Christ, the final
King, rules over all people as Savior.

6/5 Israel’s First King

Big Picture Question: Is there anything or anyone greater than God? No, God is greater than
everything and everyone.

Unit Key Verse: No one is like you, Lord; you are great, and your name is mighty in power.

~ Jeremiah 10:6 NIV

Unit 11 - Great King David (1 & 2 Samuel, Psalm 23 & 51)

Because of Saul’s disobedience, God rejected him as Israel’s first king and chose David to be
king. Through David’s family, God brought forth the last King - the Redeemer Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the perfect King who brings peace and salvation to the world.

6/12 David Was Anointed
6/19 David Showed Mercy

6/26 God’s Covenant with David

Big Picture Question: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules over the universe
as the King of kings.

Unit Key Verse: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through
all generations. The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.~ Psalm
145:13
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Biblical Parenting: 10 Tips for Fathers

Affirm Your Love

Avoid Shaming Your Kids
Give Warnings

Establish Your Authority
Press the Gospel in Deep
Urge Your Kids to Imitate You
Make it a Team Effort

Stay Involved

0 X NG R w D

Give Choices

10. Customize Your Approach

Several weeks ago at my church, my eyes were opened to a biblical passage. It is one that
I have read many times, but this particular sermon would cause me to view it in a whole
new way. What I had previously read as a general reprimand to a wayward church now
appeared as a model for parenting. With Father’s Day fast approaching, I think this is an
important verse for Dad’s to study. That passage in question is from 1 Corinthians 4:14-
21 and was written by Paul to the church in Corinth. Click the link to read more https://
ministry-to-children.com/biblical-parenting-10-tips-for-fathers

3}_ Va n =
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Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary

Dale Goss Jun 3 Michael & Deborah Vanderlip June 1
Karen Terrill Jun 3 William & Adie Eddington June 2
Donna Anderson Jun 4 Robert & Joan McLive June 2
Suzanne Carter Jun 5 Ernie & Linda Miller June 5
Lori Murray Jun 5 Gene & Connie Morrison June 6
Joshua Collier Jun7? Margie & Doug Congdon June 7
Jane Motta Jun 7 Mike & Julie Hussar June 13
Doug Hartwell Jun 8 Dean & Rebecca Drake June 15
John Wrage Jun 14 Jay & Kate Kirkey June 16
Rachel Baker Jun 15 Richard & Sherry Hunt June 20
Julie Grams Jun 16 Clark & Nancy Casteel June 23
Colin Hodgkin Jun 19 Joe & Nora Kryza June 27
Jim Morris Jun 20 Jim & Suzanne Carter June 28
Georgiann Tunningley Jun 20 Edward & Debbie Hoeglund June 28
Joe Kryza Jun 24 Marc & Kelsy Hoerauf June 28
Caitlin Roberts Jun 24 Chas & Cheryl Kopplin June 28
Richard Bard Jun 25 Adam & Meredith Weldon June 29
Megan Hollopeter Jun 26 Bill & Betty Brandon June 30
Nora Kryza Jun 28 Christopher & Melissa Browne  June 30
JoAnn Beardslee Jun 29

Andrea E Smith Jun 30

Richard Tunningley Jun 30
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WAYS TO G IVEThere are many different ways that you can give back to the Fen-

ton First Presbyterian Church. Together we can make a difference!!

Online Giving: An easy and convienent way to give. Just visit the Presbyterian Mission
Exchange link in the Giving section of FFPC.org website. A fast and SECURE way to give
back.

Church Giving: You can give during one of our services by placing your check or cash in
the Sunday offering plates. When giving cash, please complete a giving envelope so we can
properly record your gift.

Automatic Bank Pay: You can set up payments through your financial institution by utilizing
the bill pay feature. Simply use First Presbyterian Church as the payee and your name for
your account information. Saves on postage!!

Non-Cash Giving: Assets or Planned Gifts

Mail offering to Church:

Fenton First Presbyterian Church
/ 503 S. Leroy

Fenton, Ml 48430

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF OUR MISSION!
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