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Bethany—Home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus 

Video https://youtu.be/K_n6RKhWqs4 
As you read through the Gospels, you'll notice that when Jesus visits Jerusalem, he 

frequently spends the night in Bethany as opposed to staying in the city. Why did He do that? 
Well, I can think of two reasons. The first reason is fairly obvious…He had good friends that 
lived in Bethany and He wanted to spend time with them. Mary, Martha and Lazarus frequently 
opened their home to Jesus when He was in the area.  

Luke 10:38-42  Jesus Visits Martha and Mary 
38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to 
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 
Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; 42 there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken away from her.” 

 
There are a couple theories about the name of the city. Jerome (c.347-420) and others, 

suggest that Bethany comes from the presence of nearby Bethphage (“house of unripe figs”), and 
that names comes from beit hini (Aramaic for “house of figs”).  Others say that a Latin 
derivation from the Hebrew beth ‘ani or more likely from the Aramaic beth ‘anya, both mean 
“house of the poor” or “house of afflication/poverty.”  Bethany might have been the site of an 
almshouse, if we follow the historical sources and linguistic evidence. So it could have been the 
center for caring for the sick and aiding the destitute and pilgrims to Jerusalem. 

There is a hint of association between Bethany and care for the unwell in the gospels: 
Mark tells of Simon the Leper’s house there (Mark 14:3-10), and Jesus received urgent word 
from Lazarus’ illness from Bethany (John 11:1-12:11).   



 
The Death of Lazarus 
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 
for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, 
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 
he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
Jesus Weeps 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 



began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 
According to the Temple Scroll from Qumran, 3 places for the care for the sick, including 

one for lepers, are to be east of Jerusalem.  The passage also defines a (minimum) radius of 
3,000 cubits (about 1,800 yards) around the city within nothing unclean shall be seen.  And 
because it was on the other side of a hill, it would have been the correct distance and out of view 
of the temple. 

As Capper writes, 
“Galilean pilgrims avoided potential conflict with Samaritans by travelling south on the eastern 
side of the Jordan River. Bethany was the last station on their route to Jerusalem after crossing 
the river and taking the road through Jericho up into the highlands. A respectful distance from 
the city and Temple, and on the pilgrim route, Bethany was a most suitable location for a 
charitable institution. It is not surprising that an Essene hospice had been established at Bethany 
to intercept and care for pilgrims at the end of the long and potentially arduous journey from 
Galilee. The house combined this work with care for the sick and destitute of the Jerusalem area. 
Thus Bethany received its name because it was the Essene poorhouse par excellence, the 
poorhouse which alleviated poverty closest to the holy city.”i 
Bethany is where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-46) 
The entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, Jesus begins journey near Bethany (Mark 
11:1, Luke 19:29) 
Jesus lodging in Bethany during the holy week following Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:17, Mark 
11:11-12) 
 Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, drove out the money changers from the temple, and healed 
the blind and the lame.  Afterwards he went and spent the night in Bethany. It’s a convenient 
walk of less than 2 miles.  It was also the place of his friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus. 
Mary anoints Jesus during dinner at the house of Simon the Leper (Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-
9, John 12:1-8) 
Jesus led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, before he Ascended into heaven and blessed them 
(Luke 24:36-53) 
Jesus visits the home of Mary and Martha, but the village of Bethany is not named (Luke 10:38-
42) 

The second reason isn't as obvious, but I think it is significant. Numerous times in Jesus' 
ministry, He would take advantage of opportunities to get away from the crowds (Matthew 
14:23, 26:39, Mark 6:46, etc). In John 11, we read the story of the death and resurrection of 
Lazarus. In the midst of that story, in verse 18, we are told that Bethany is approximately 2 miles 



from Jerusalem. While two miles isn't that far, it was far enough for Jesus to get away from the 
crowds of Jerusalem. 

 
But, we can learn more about His choice to stay in Bethany by looking at a map. In this 

case, a topographical map. If you look at a map, you'll notice that Jerusalem is located due west 
of the Mount of Olives. And, Bethany is located on the south-eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives. So, for Jesus to travel from Jerusalem to Bethany, He would have had to leave the city, 
cross the Kidron Valley, climb the top of the Mount of Olives, cross the top of the mount and 
then descend down to the town. It was the perfect place for Jesus to stay. He would have been 
close to Jerusalem, but since Bethany faces the east, probably could not even see Jerusalem from 
Bethany. 

 
 
(House that may have been Mary and Martha’s home) 

  
Bethany has traditionally been identified with the present day West Bank city of al-

Eizariya (Arabic for “the place of Lazarus”), the site of the tomb of Lazarus, about 1.5 miles  
(2.4 km) east of Jerusalem on the SE slope of the Mount of Olives. The oldest house in present-
day al-Eizariya, a 2,000-year-old dwelling reputed to have been (or which at least serves as a 
reminder of) the House of Martha and Mary, is also a popular pilgrimage site. 

 



  
The tomb in al-Eizariya has been identified as the tomb of the gospel account since at least the 
4th century AD. Both the historian Eusebius of Caesarea (c.330) and the Itinerarium 
Burdigalense (c.333) mention the Tomb of Lazarus location. Christian churches have been built 
here since the early centuries. In AD 333, the Anonymous Pilgrim of Bordeaux reported seeing 
“the crypt where Lazarus had been laid to rest”.  

 
The Crusaders call Al-Eizariya by its biblical name Bethany.  In 1138 King Fulk (French 
descent) and Queen Melisende of Jerusalem (Armenian, 1105-1161AD) purchased the village 
from the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, in exchange for some land near Hebron. The queen 
founded a large Benedictine Convent dedicated to Saints Mary and Martha near the Tomb of 
Lazarus.  Melisande’s sister Ioveta, was one of the first abbesses.  Melisende died there in 1163; 
her step-daughter Sibylla of Anjou also died there in 1165, Melisende’s granddaughter Sibylla, 
also later the Queen of Jerusalem, was raised in the abbey.  After the fall of Jerusalem in 1187, 
the nuns of the convent went into exile, the convent was deserted and fell into ruin with only the 
tomb and barrel vault surviving.   

 



The village seems to have been abandoned thereafter, though a visitor in 1347 mentioned 
Greek Orthodox monks attending the tomb chapel. By 1384, to the tomb had been turned into a 
simple mosque.  In the 1480’s, during the Mamluk period, Felix Fabri (a Swiss Dominican 
theologian traveled to Palestine) visited and described different places in the village, including a 
“house and storehouse” of Maria Magdalen, the house of Martha, the church of the sepulcher of 
Lazarus, and the house of Simon the Leper.  He described the village as being “well peopled” 
with the inhabitants being Saracen (the term Christians used for Arabs and Muslims at that time).  

 
In 1517, the village was included in the Ottoman Empire with the rest of Palestine. Tax 

record from 1596 listed 67 households, all Muslim, and recorded taxes paid on wheat, barley, 
vineyards and fruit trees, occasional revenues, goats and beehives.  The Ottomans built a larger 
Al-Uzair Mosque on the site of the tomb, and named it in honor of Lazarus, who is also revered 
by Muslims.  (Yaqat al-Hamawi († 1229) described it as "A village near Jerusalem. There is here 
the tomb of Al Azar (Lazarus), whom Isa (Jesus) brought to life from being dead.) For 100 years 
after it was constructed, Christians were invited to worship in it, but the practice was frowned 
upon by European church authorities who preferred for adherents of the faiths to remain 
separate.  Also in the 16th century the Franciscans cut through the soft rock to create the present 
entrance.   

  
The Roman Catholic Church of Saint Lazarus was finished in 1955, by the Franciscan Order , 
and stand on the site of much older churches. The present Catholic church, with mosaics 
depicting the events that occurred here, was built in 1954. Architect Antonio Barluzzi contrasted 
the sadness of death with the joy of resurrection by designing a crypt-like, windowless church, 
into which light floods from the large oculus in its dome. (He designed 6 famous churches in the 
Holy Land)  



The present day gardens contain the remnants of a mosaic floor from the 4th C church. 

 
   

 
In 1965, a Greek Orthodox Church was built just west of the tomb. 

 

  
Tomb of Lazarus  The original entry was on the east side, but when the mosque was 

built a new entry was carved into the rock of the tomb. Today’s pilgrims enter from the street 
down a flight of 24 well-worn and uneven rock cut steps to a vestibule. This is where many 



imagine that Jesus would have stood and called out to Lazarus to come out from the grave, from 
this vestibule.  Three more steps lead to the burial chamber, little more than 6 feet long.  
 

As it was described in 1896, there were twenty-four steps from the then-modern street 
level, leading to a square chamber serving as a place of prayer, from which more steps led to a 
lower chamber believed to be the tomb of Lazarus. 

 
The house of Simon the Leper, which is known by locals as the Tower of Lazarus, is 

maintained by the Greek Orthodox Church. A Greek Orthodox Church, dedicated to Simon the 
Leper, is to the west of the tomb. 
 
 

 
In 1800s-1900 there were 20-40 dwellings and about 100-400 residents. Since 2005 

Bethany, in the West Bank, has been cut off from Jerusalem by Israel’s separation wall. The wall 
actually cuts across the main street, making a serious impact on the lives of residents and on the 
town’s economy. What used to be a 10-minute drive from the Mount of Olives to Bethany now 
requires a lengthy detour, so the Tomb of Lazarus has become isolated from the normal pilgrim 
and tourist route. 
 



 

https:/ / (the Mosque, Orthodox and Catholic churches) 
www.seeth  eholyland.net/bethany/    
                                                           
i  Brian J. Capper, "The Church as the New Covenant of Effective Economics", International Journal for the 
Study of the Christian Church 2, 1 (January 2002) pp. 83–102. For further information, see also "The New 
Covenant Network in Southern Palestine at the Arrest of Jesus", in James R. Davila, The Dead Sea Scrolls as 
Background to Postbiblical Judaism and Early Christianity (Leiden: Brill, 2003), pp. 90–116, especially pp. 108–
16 on Bethany and pp. 98–108 on the social work of the Essene poorcare houses of Judaea in general. 


