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Introduction Pastor Lindsey Carnes 

 

As you begin to prepare your heart and home for Christmas, we hope this Advent 

Devotional will help you respond to your natural longing for the heart's true home during 

this season of joy. Christmas is about much more than physically coming home to celebrate 

with family and friends. Christmas is a spiritual thingðit's a God-thing, and it's a chance 

to Come Home to God in very powerful and profound ways. 

Throughout the season of Advent, these next four weeks at church, we'll talk about coming 

home to the spiritual values of Christmasðcoming home to hope, peace, joy, and love. All 

of these are greatly needed in our world right now, and probably greatly needed within our 

own spirits. They are the spiritual Christmas gifts that the birth of Christ can bring to us. 

Even more than these gifts of hope and peace, love and joy, we need a real HOMEða 

place to belong, a connection, a purpose, and a welcome and meaning that lie far deeper 

than simply being in the right location. We need and we long for a home that transcends 

the physical world and travel with us wherever we go. 

When we are in relationship with Jesusðwherever we areðwhoever we areðwhatever 

we might have doneðwe are in relationship with God...and we are truly AT HOME. The 

God of the universe says to you, ñToday, and always, I am coming home with you, and in 

MY LOVE you will find your true home, with ME.ò 

Welcome home. Welcome home to the presence of God. Welcome home for Christmas. 
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Introduction: First Week of Advent  

 

On the first Sunday of Advent we light the first purple candle. As we light this candle we 

are reminded that faith involves trust in Godôs promises, even if the promises of God are 

fulfilled long after weôre gone. 
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Sunday, December 2 Pastor Robbie Carnes 

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 

Luke 21:25 ñAnd there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth nations 

will be in distress, anxious over the roaring of the sea and the surging waves. 21:26 People 

will be fainting from fear and from the expectation of what is coming on the world, for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. 21:27 Then they will see the Son of Man arriving in a 

cloud with power and great glory. 21:28 But when these things begin to happen, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.ò 

This verse is from the Lectionary today, but what a verse to be reading during the Christmas 

season! On the other hand, it seems like there are many signs of distress and anxiety today. The 

whole world seems to be roaring and surging. It does not seem irrational to faint from fear and 

certainly it feels like the very powers of heaven are being shaken. From the Christmas Party 

next week to the Federal Financial Policies next year, it is hard to find a balance between what 

we can do and what we will certainly get swallowed up by. 

It is as if we find ourselves, as a country and as individuals, on the playground; and we are at 

the top of the swing and we donôt know whether we are completing one sweep, beginning 

another, or are just still unrooted without any grounding. We need a moment to remind us who 

we are and whose we are. We need a second of pregnant possibility. We need hope that there 

is a future for ourselves and our world. 

We find this moment in the manger. The sweet infant breath on our cheek, the snuffle of a baby 

in his sleep; the searching shepherds and the wandering wise men. It is not a moment of fear 

or anxiety. The motherôs labor is passed and the room is quiet. Yet it is a moment full of 

expectation for the future. It is a hopeful moment. 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

33:14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 33:15 In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 33:16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 

name by which it will be called: ñThe LORD is our righteousness.ò 

Just as Jesusô birth is filled with the promise of God re-orienting the world to hope, may your 

advent, your Christmas Season, be re-oriented to hope. May that hope fill you with all joy and 

peace as you believe that God came in Jesus to make our home His home. And may you abound 

in this hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
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Monday, December 3 Peggy Fowler 

Psalm 90; Numbers 17:1-11; 2 Peter 3:1-18 
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Tuesday, December 4 Peggy Fowler 

Psalm 90; 2 Samuel 7:18-29; Revelation 22:12-16 

 

When I think of this yearôs theme, ñComing Home,ò I 

think of Psalm 63, ñLonging for God.ò 

By the time I was 20 years old, our family had moved 

ten times. I was born in Niagara Falls, New York and our 

tenth and final move brought us to Fenton, Michigan in 

1972. I was in my sophomore year in college at CMU. 

With each new move, we would search for a new church 

family. Fenton First Presbyterian church has been our 

church family for 45 years. 

Robert Kelley, Pastor Emeritus, was our pastor at 

that time. He first made me aware of Psalm 63 

during one of his sermons. It struck me deeply and 

it brings me home to God, always. 

 

Psalm 63: 1-3 

ñO God, you are my God, and I long for you. 

My whole being desires you; 

Like a dry, worn-out, and waterless land, my soul is thirsty for you. 

Let me see you in the Sanctuary; let me see how mighty and glorious you are. 

Your constant love is better than life itself.ò 

Vs. 6-8 

ñAs I lie in bed, I remember you. All night long I think of you, 

Because you have always been my help. 

In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy, I cling to you 

And your hand keeps me safe.ò 

May this Advent Season bring us all Home to God and our Loving Jesus.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%202%20Samuel%207:18-29;%20Revelation%2022:12-16
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Lucy  Martin - Fanone  

Wednesday, December 5 James Foster 

Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32 

 

AN ADVENT QUESTION 

 

On a Winter Night 

Godôs Son took flight, 

From the stars 

To the Human Sea. 

 

Who would leave 

the Heaven borne side, 

For the lonely ride  

From Bethlehem 

To Calvary? 

 

Note: 

Iôm not really sure that I can actually claim to have written this poem because Iôm not 

certain as to its origin. Oddly enough, it came to me in a strange dream this summer. In it, 

I was watching an old episode of the ñTonight Showò (back when Johnny Carson was 

hosting), and several guests were reciting this poem as a round, with each contributing a 

verse. 

There are some logical possibilities. I may have heard or read it years ago; or it may have 

been some subconscious idea. Searches on line for the poem have not found a source; so, 

maybe, I did literally ñdream it up.ò The more important question, however, is in the poem 

itself: who would make such a sacrifice; and why? That is where it connects with the theme 

of ñComing Home,ò and the question ñWhen, and where, did Jesus come home?ò 

While the obvious answer is ñAt his Ascensionïreturning to his Father;ò but a case might 

also be made for his Incarnationïcoming to be with his people. A faithful response can be 

both. So, for this season let us welcome Christ as a loved one coming home to be with us.  

Sarah  Martin - Fanone  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%20Isaiah%201:24-31;%20Luke%2011:29-32
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Thursday, December 6 Jan Foster 

Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1:12-18a 

HOME SONGS 

I love music. I canôt carry a tune, read a note, or play an instrument; but I can listen with 

the best of them. Musicïespecially sacred musicïhas the power to take me back to the 

many homes I have occupied. For example, when I hear ñWhen the Roll is Called Yonder,ò 

I am a child at home in and around Detroit surrounded by extended family. ñThis is my 

Fatherôs Worldò carries me to a small Dutch community in Canada, and ñHere am I, Lordò 

brings me to our home in upstate New York. 

The music that seems the most powerful in flooding me with memories are 

Advent/Christmas hymns. Advent doesnôt start for me until the first notes of ñO Come, O 

Come Emmanuel,ò ñLet All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,ò or ñCome, Thou Long-Expected 

Jesusò sound. The season ends 

when the last note of ñWe Three 

Kingsò fades away. I donôt 

think there is anything more 

beautiful than lifting a lit candle 

and joining friends and family 

in ñSilent Night, Holy Night,ò 

listening to our choirôs voices 

soar in sacred praise, or singing 

ñAway in a Mangerò with loved 

ones around a Christmas tree. 

One problem I do need to guard against is just singing along without paying any attention 

to the words coming out of my mouth or letting my mind wander to all the things that I still 

need to get done while our choir sings. When I stop to really hear and think about the words 

I am singing or hearing, I am again filled with the joy, wonder, and holiness of the miracle 

we celebrate throughout the whole Christmas season. 

My prayer for us is that we will all join together whole-heartedly in singing and hearing 

our praise, joy, hope, peace, and love in this wonderful season all the way from Advent to 

Epiphany. May the music carry us to places where we felt loved and inspire us to create 

places others will feel loved, tooτhome places.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%20Isaiah%201:24-31;%20Luke%2011:29-32
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Friday, December 7 Bev Welch 

Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:13-18; Philippians 1:18b-26 

 

December 25: What was the 

weather like that night when 

Jesus was born? Had it been a 

nice warm, sunny day or a 

bitter cold day with snow on 

the ground? 

We know the sky was clear that 

night, and the stars shone 

down. Perhaps there was even 

a full moon to light up the sky. 

The angels appeared to the 

shepherds in the fields, and the 

glory of the Lord shone over 

them. 

What did the shepherds think 

about the brightness of this night? They were told by the 

angel that their Savior was born and where to find the baby lying in a manger. Did this 

brightness make the shepherds believe? 

Would not that brightness have been seen by many others? The people in and around 

Bethlehem must have seen the bright lights. What did they think? Did they believe what 

the shepherds told them? Did they, too, push to the manger? 

Iôm sure the birth of a baby was great news. The people rejoiced in the birth of this baby. 

Yet, none of them knew (at that time) that He was the Son of God. More than 2,000 years 

later we still celebrate the birth of this babyτbecause ñwe know.ò 

Thank you, God, for the birth of your Son. 

May your Christmas be bright with the heavenly light! 

Love, 

Bev & Jerry Welch  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:68-79;%20Malachi%203:13-18;%20Philippians%201:18b-26
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Saturday, December 8 Gary Smith 

Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6 

Christmas Past 

We follow the time-tested traditions that connect us to what we know and what brings us 

comfort: the patterns of our activities that tell our senses that Christmas is soon to arrive; 

the colorful sights of our decorations; the smells and tastes from our kitchens; the sounds 

of carols; the feel of wool coats and mittens, and the heat of an open flame against the cold 

winterôs night. 

Christmas Present 

Christmas present: talking to Santa or simply writing him a letter; visiting an old friend or 

relative to let them know one more time they mean something in your life; shopping, 

hopefully without stress, and finding new treasures; helping others who may need a hand 

up, to be fed, or some other life supporting aid. 

Christmas Future 

Finally, Christmas future: praying for a better time for all in the days, weeks, and months 

to come, that we find peace for all, including ourselves. 

Merry Christmas. God bless us everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bil Keane quote 














































