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Introduction

As you begin to prepare your heart and home for Christmas, we hope this Adven
Devotional will help you respond to your natural longing for the heart's true home during
this season of joy. Christmas is about much mame ghysicallycoming home to celebrate
with family and friends. Christmas is a spiritual tidng's a Godthing, and it's a chance

to Come Home to God in very powerful and profound ways.

Throughout the season of Advent, these next four weealsiath, we'll talk about coming
home to the spiritual values of Christdasoming home to hope, peagay, andlove. All

of these are greatly needed in our world right now, and probably greatly needed within oL
own spirits. They are the spiritual Christergifts that the birth of Christ can bring to us.

Even more than these gifts of hope and peace, love and joy, we need a read HOME
place to belong, a connection, a purpose, and a welcome and meaning that lie far deej
than simply being in the right logah. We need and we long for a home that transcends
the physical world and travel with us wherever we go.

When we are in relationship with Je8usherever we a@ whoever we a@ whatever
we might have dorée we are in relationship with God...and we are truly AOME. The
God of the universe says to ydgir,oday, and always, | am coming home with you, and in
MY LOVE you will find your true home, with M.

Welcome home. Welcome home to the presence of God. Welcome home for Christmas.
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Introduction: First Week ofAdvent

On the first Sunday of Advent we light the first purple candle. As we light this candle we
are reminded that faith involves trust
fulfilled | ong after wedre gone.
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Sunday, December 2 PastorRobbieCarneg

Jeremiah 33:1416; Psalm 25:110; 1 Thessalonians 3:43; Luke 21:2536

Luke 21:25 AAnd there wil/|l be signs in th
will be in distress, anxious over the roaring of the sea and the surging waves. 21:26 Peopl
will be fainting from fear and from the expectation of what is commg¢he world, for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 21:27 Then they will see the Son of Man arriving in
cloud with power and great glory. 21:28 But when these things begin to happen, stand up an
raise your heads, because your redemption isdrgwim e ar . 0

This verse is from the Lectionary today, but what a verse to be reading during the Christma
season! On the other hand, it seems like there are many signs of distress and anxiety today. 1
whole world seems to be roaring and surging. It doesew®n irrational to faint from fear and
certainly it feels like the very powers of heaven are being shaken. From the Christmas Part
next week to the Federal Financial Policies next yeatr, it is hard to find a balance between wh
we can do and what we wikrtainly get swallowed up by.

It is as if we find ourselves, as a country and as individuals, on the playground; and we are
the top of the swing and we donodt Know w
another, or are just still unrooted with@ny grounding. We need a moment to remind us who
we are and whose we are. We need a second of pregnant possibility. We need hope that th
is a future for ourselves and our world.

We find this moment in the manger. The sweet infant breath on our theeskuffle of a baby

in his sleep; the searching shepherds and the wandering wise men. It is not a moment of fe
or anxiety. The motherés | abor is passed
expectation for the future. It is a hopeful moment

Jeremiah 33:1416

33:14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 33:15 In those days and at that time | will cause
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and &l execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 33:16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is th
name by which it will be callediThe LORD is our righteousnes®

A

Just as Jesus 0 bi r offcodireorieftingltie eatld tawlhopehmay yowr p
advent, your Christmas Season, berented to hope. May that hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you believe that God came in Jesus to make our home His home. And may you abol
in this hope by the peer of the Holy Spirit.
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Monday, Decembei3
Psalm 90; Numbers 17-11; 2 Peter 3:118
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Tuesday December 4

Psalm 90; 2 Samuel 7:329; Revelation 22:1216

When | think of this gehr os ‘j"\\me,

think of Psalm 63, fALonginr (@ Sod
N

By the time | was 20 years old, our family had moved 7'M

ten times. | was born in Niagara Falls, New York and ot / //'

tenth and final move brought us to Fenton, Michigan i

1972. | was in my sophomore year in college at CM L

With each new move, we would searoh & new churc’
family. Fenton First Presbyterian church has been
church family for 45 years.

Robert Kelley, Pastor Emeritus, was our pastol
that time. He first made me aware of Psalm

during one of his sermonis struck me deeply anc
it brings me home to God, always.

Psalm 63: 13
AO God, you are my God, and
My whole being desires you;
Like a dry, wornout, and waterless land, my soul is thirsty for you.
Let me see you in the Sanctuary; let me see how mighty and glorioasezou
Your constant love is better than life itself.

Vs. 68
fAs | lie in bed, | remember you. All night long | think of you,
Because you have always been my help.
In the shadow of your wings | sing for joy, | cling to you
And your hand keeps me sdfe.

May this Advent Season bring us all Home to God and our Loving Jesus.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%202%20Samuel%207:18-29;%20Revelation%2022:12-16

WednesdayDecember 5 James Fost¢g

Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:2431; Luke 11:2932

AN ADVENT QUESTION

On a Winter Night
Goddés Son took flight,
From the stars
To the Human Sea.

, Who would leave

Sarah Martin - Fanone the Heaven borngide,

For the lonely ride

From Bethlehem
To Calvary?

Note: 7 Lucy rtin - anone
l 6m nosuretrleat | ¥ can actually <c¢claim nha he
certain as to its origirOddly enough, it came to nike a strange dream this summierit,

I was watching an ol d episode of the #f
hosting),and several guests were reciting this poem as a round, with each contributing
verse.

There ae some logical possibilitiebmay have heard or read it years ago; or it mayha
been some subconscious id8aarches on line for the poem have not fousdwace so,
maybel di d | i t er arhelmpre indortamtagnestion, howeper, & in the poem
itself: who would make such a sacrifice; and wiifyat is where it connects with the theme
of AiComing Home, 0 and the quesmei bpmidWbe

Whil e the obvious afrseweurr niisngi Ato hhiiss Asact
also be made for his Incarnati@oming tobe with his peopleA faithful response can be
both. So, for this season let us welcome Christ as a lovedamaghome to be with us.

Back toTable of Contents



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%20Isaiah%201:24-31;%20Luke%2011:29-32

Thursday, December 6

Luke 1:6879; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1:1218a
HOME SONGS

llove music] candét carry a tune, ;hbdhcdnliseenwitot e,
the best of themMusici especially sacred musgicas the power to take me back he t
many homes | have occupigdo r e x a mp | e WhemwtheeRoll islCalleceYander i

| am a child at home in and around Detsaitrounded by extended famil§This is my
Father @scWorlie@s me to a s ma,bh #H&damd, hordc o m
brings me to our home in upstate New York.

The music that seems the most powerful in flooding me with mesioare
Advent/Christmas hymn&ad v e nt drote sfnobrt nset au nt iOlIComehCe f
Come Emmanug@l Léi All Mortal Flesh Keep Silenceé  dComefiThou Longxpected
Jesup s oTthestason ends
whenthelash o t eWedlireefi|
Kingso fadesl adwat
think there is anything more
beautiful than lifting a lit candle ¢
and joining friends and family
i nSileft Night, Holy Nighd

|l i stening to o F It ke
soar in sacred praise, or singing. 4% 4 LE4 , _ Q
AAwayinaManged Wi t h i s M sl S
ones around a Christmas tree. P Fowler ¥

One problem | do need to guarglnst is just singing along without paying any attention
to the words coming out of my mouth or letting my mind wander to all the things that | still
need to gt done while our choir singé/hen | stop to really hear and think about the words

| am singingor hearingl am again filled with the joy, wonder, and holiness of the miracle
we celebrate throughout the whole Christmas season.

My prayer for us is that we will all join together whdieartedly in singing and hearing
our praise, joy, hope, peace, dade in this wonderful season allehvay from Advent to
Epiphany.May the music carry us to places where we felt loved and inspire us to create
places others will feel loved, todhome places.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%20Isaiah%201:24-31;%20Luke%2011:29-32

Friday, December 7

Luke 1:6879; Malachi 3:1318; Philippians 1:18b26

December 25What was the
weather like that night whe
Jesus was born? Had it been §
nice warm, sunny day or
bitter cold day with snow onf=
the ground?

We know the sky was clear the |
night, and the stars shon
down. Perhaps there was eve¢ &
a full moon to light up the sky. & ‘

The angels appeared to tF
shepherd# the fields, and the
glory of the Lord shone over
them.

What did theshepherdghink Yeza & lhernTow
about the brightness of this night? They were told by t..c

angel that their Savior was born and where to find the baby lyingniargger Did this
brightness make the shegrds believe?

Would not that brightness have been sbgmmany others? The people in and around
Bethlehem must have seen the bright lights. What did they think? Did they believe wha
theshepherdsold them? Did thg, too, push to thenanger?

Il 6m sure the birth of a b ab yhe hrthofthis babya t
Yet, none of them knew (at that time) that He was the Son of God. More,@thy2ars
later we still celebrate the birth of thisbaby e cause fAwe know. 0

Thank youy God for the birth of your Son.
May your Christmas be brightith the heavenly light!

Love,
Bev & Jerry Welch
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:68-79;%20Malachi%203:13-18;%20Philippians%201:18b-26

Saturday December 8

Luke 1:6879; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6

Christmas Past

We follow the timetested traditions that connect us to what we know and what brings us
comfort the patterns of our activities that tell our senses that Christmas is soon tp arrive
the colorful sights of our decoratigrthe smells and tastes from our kitchethe sounds

of carols; the feel of wool coats and mittesusd the heat of an open flame against the cold
winterds night.

Christmas Present

Christmas presentalking to Santa or simply writing him a lettersiting an old friend or
relative to let them kne one more time they mean something in your; lggopping,
hopefully without stress, and finding new treasuhefping others who may need a hand
up, to be fed, or some other life supporting aid.

Christmas Future

Finally, Christmas futurepraying for abetter time for all in the days, weeks, and months
to come that we find peace for alhcluding ourselves.
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